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AN 3 shoots Revelers on Wednesday lie in a river of tomato juice at the end of “La Tomatina,” a tomato-throwing festival in the eastern
. over Spanish town of Bunol. Some 36,000 people waged the hourlong food fight with 140 tons of fruit projectiles. The festival,
Spain’s held every year on the last Wednesday of August, is said to have started in the 1940s when a clutch of youths began
Pau Gasol throwing their lunch at each other one day in a downtown square.
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States

Elian Gonzalez raid: A federal judge

has thrown out a lawsuit claiming fed-

eral agents used excessive force in an

armed raid to seize Elian Gonzalez at

the home of his Miami relatives four years
ago.

'An order issued Monday by U.S. District
Judge Marcia Cooke concluded the six
agents who conducted the raid were legally
immune to the lawsuit, and she found no
constitutional violations.

Columbine parents: The parents of Col-
umbine High School gunman Eric Harris
are selling the house where the teen and his
friend stored guns and bombs and video-
taped themselves hatching plans for their
deadly rampage.

Two Colorado real estate agents whose
families were affected by the 1999 school
shooting will not be allowed to show the
property. Both men have criticized Wayne
and Kathy Harris for not doing more to stop
their son’s deadly plan.

One of the banned agents, Rich Petrone,
said he would like to see the house, refer-
ring to it as the “scene of a crime.”

Petrone’s stepson, Danny Rohrbough,
was one of the 12 students killed by Harris
and Dylan Klebold, who also killed a teach-
er before taking their own lives.

New York mosque leaders: Two upstate
New York mosque leaders accused of sup-
porting terrorism were released on bail
Wednesday, one day after a federal judge re-
versed his initial decision to keep them be-
hind bars.

Magistrate David Homer on Tuesday set
bail at $250,000 bond for both Yassin Muhid-
din Aref and Mohammed Mosharref Hos-
sain after concluding the men were not as
dangerous as prosecutors first claimed.

Homer denied the men bail two weeks
ago. But he cited a translation error in a key
piece of evidence and an apparently weaker
government case in his decision to set bail
Tuesday.

Charles Manson follower: Charles Man-
son follower Leslie Van Houten was denied
parole for a 15th time Wednesday, just over
35 years after the notorious Tate-LaBianca
murders.

“She was denied for an additional two
years and the board ordered a new psycho-
logical evaluation for the next hearing,” said
Board of Prison Terms spokesman Bill
Sessa.

Oregon same-sex marriages: An Oregon
county that stopped issuing marriage licens-
es until a court could decide whether gay

» What's new with old

Under construction: Workers build a house in the West Bank Jewish settlement of Efrat,

south of J on Thursday,

in the Rafah refugee camp on the Gaza-Egypt border, destroying houses. The Israeli military
said an operation was underway against the “terrorist infrastructure” in the camp, and two
abandoned structures used by militants to fire mortars and guns were destroyed.

marriage was legal has been told to again
offer them to couples.

Senior Judge Wayne R. Harris ordered
Benton County on Wednesday to resume is-
suing the licenses, saying officials had failed
to provide a service. Although his order
didn’t specifically mention same-sex cou-
ples, officials expect licenses only will be
given to marriages between a man and a
woman.

The county stopped issuing licenses in
April.

Kennedy Smith assault charge: A woman
claims in a lawsuit that William Kennedy
Smith, amember of the prominent Kennedy
family, sexually assaulted her in 1999, and
her lawyer said Thursday that she did not
come forward at the time because she was
intimidated by his wealth and connections.

Smith, a nephew of Sen. Edward Kennedy
of Massachusetts and cleared of rape charg-
esin 1991, said his family and personal histo-
ry made him a target for “outrageous” alle-
gations. And the woman herself acknowl-
edged having had a relationship with Smith
some months after the alleged assault.

Business

Enron financial records: Newly released
audiotapes and financial records show that
Enron Corp. profited from emergency
Northwest hydropower sent to California
during the summer of 2000 by selling some

said Israeli forces were operating

of the energy to the Southwest.

The Aug. 4, 2000, conversation between
Enron trader Tim Belden and Rick Shapiro,
an Enron executive, began with Belden
chuckling as he noted it was hot in Califor-
nia “and they don’t have enough power. And
they kill fish in the Northwest so that people
in California can go enjoy themselves at a
baseball game.”

World

Asian bird flu: Chinese officials tried
Thursday to deflect possible criticism of
their decision not to publicize their discov-
ery of the deadly H5SN1 bird flu strain in
pigs last year, calling them isolated cases
that weren't a threat to humans.

The pigs carried a flu strain found in
ducks rather than a new version that might
be more dangerous to people, said Jia Youl-
ing, China’s chief veterinary official. He
said the pigs weren't considered sick and
were quickly isolated.

Hamburg terror trial: A friend of a Moroc-
can charged with helping the Sept. 11, 2001,
suicide pilots expressed a readiness to kill
non-Muslims long before the attacks, a wit-
ness testifed Wednesday.

Prosecutors at the retrial of Mounir el Mo-
tassadeq hope testimony will show how
closely the defendant was involved with the
plotters and their discussions of holy war .
Stories and photo from wire reports

Corrections

W A story in Thursday’s editions about a youth baseball tournament at
Py oroant

Aviano Air Base, Italy,
He is Tech. Sgt. Bruce Bond.

M A story in Thursday’s editions about the 2nd Battalion, 82nd Field Ar-
tillery Regiment’s record mileage recorded since it began convoy escort
duties in Baghdad contained incorrect information. The unit, known as
the Steel Dragons, passed the 500,000-mile landmark on Saturday.

Learn to keep your wallet
full from financial
advice and tips
in Stars and Stripes

Messages of Support

We love you and miss you! [] misses

you toa! Mona and Nikki are wearing
the buttons 1 had made with your picture on
it. We are so proud of you and all the
Soldiers fighting for our freedom. Love
Mom, Dad, JJ, Jimmy, Kaitlyn, Amanda

Mike, i want you
to know how
proud i am of you. you are not only my hera
but also americas hera! you mean everything
in the world to me and more. come home
safel your doing a very cauragous and selfless
thing mike. just know that when you come

home ll be taking you up an your offer! i
love you melissa b. (liss)

Dear Paulo, Alexand I hope you are
doing fine. We miss you very much.
Take Care. Un Beso Grande. We Love YOU!

Carmen
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Top Iraq cleric brokers Najaf peace deal

Plan calls for 2 weapons-free cities; mortar barrage Kills 27 at mosque

BY ABDUL HUSSEIN
~OBEIDI
The Associated Press

NAJAF, Irag — Rebel cleric
Mugtada al-Sadr agreed Thurs-
day to a peace deal presented by
Irag’s top Shiite cleric, who
brought his enormous authority
to bear in an attempt to end three
weeks of fighting in the holy city
of Najaf, a top al-Sistani aide said.

Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani,
the most influential cleric among
Iraq’s Shiite majority, reached
the deal in direct talks with
al-Sadr in the evening, only hours
after making a dramatic return to

Aides have said that al-Sis
peace plan calls for Najaf a
Kufa to be declared weapons-free
cities, for all foreign forces to
withdraw from Najaf and leave se-
curity to the police, and for the
government to compensate those
harmed by the fighting.

“Mr. Mugqtada al-Sadr agreed
to the initiative of his eminence
al-Sistani,” said Hamed
al-Khafaf, a top al-Sistani aide.
“You will hear good news soon
from the government and Mr. Mu-
qtada al-Sadr.”

“It’s the same initiative that we
had proposed .. almost the same
initiative has been agreed upon,”
al-Khafaf said.

Thousands of Iragis had
flocked to Najaf in answer to
al-Sistani’s call Wednesday for a
peace march, but the Iragi gov-
ernment’s police did not let them
enter the holy city.

Late Thursday, al-Sistani asked
the government to allow them in
to visit the Imam Ali Shrine com-
pound provided they leave by 10
am. Friday, al-Khafaf
Al-Sadr’s Mahdi Army ml].ma is
still holding the shrine and has
used it as a stronghold since fight-
ing with U.S. forces began on

Aug. 5.
US. and Iraqi troops and
al-Sadr  fighters  called a

cease-fire after al-Sistani’s arriv-
al — but the bloodshed that has
torn apart the holy city continued
right up until the grand ayatollah
entered Najaf.

More than 90 people were
killed in the preceding 24 hours,
according to the Health Ministry
— including 27 people Kkilled

U.S. Army soldiers guard an outpost Thursday in an office complex in central Najaf, Iraq. A cease-fire was
called in the afternoon while demonstrators marched through the city. Grand Ayatollah Ali Husseini
al-Sistani, Iraq’s top Shiite cleric, made a dramatic return to the city to broker a peace deal.

when mortars hit the main
mosque in nearby Kufa, where
thousands had gathered in prepa-
ration to march to Najaf in sup-
port of al-Sistani.

The U.S. military and Iraqi gov-
ernment have backed al-Sistani’s
peace mission, but they have not
said whether they would agree to
his proposal’s provisions.

Al-Sadr has agreed to peace
deals at least twice previously,
but the agreements have fallen
apart and fighting resumed.

But all sides appear to be hop-
ing the immense authority of
al-Sistani can keep a deal togeth-
er. The 75-year-old al-Sistani,
who has long refused to intervene
directly in the standoff between
al-Sadr and U.S. troops, has much
wider support among Iraq’s Shi-
ites than al-Sadr, a much younger
and lower-ranking cleric.

Al-Sistani was in London for
medical treatment for most of the
time since the fighting broke out
Aug. 5. As he returned to Iraq, he
called on his followers to march
on Najaf for peace.

Al-Sistani arrived Thursday in
a 30-vehicle convoy that drove in
from Basra, cheered by thou-

sands of supporters in towns
along the way. Heeding al-Sis-
tani’s calls, thousands more came

crowds of angry people gathered,
shouting “God is great!
After the attack, thousands of

from their to Najaf
and gathered on its outskirts.

Thousands of Shiites had gath-
ered at the mosque in Kufa, an
al-Sadr stronghold, to march to
Najaf when the mortar rounds hit
— one inside the mosque com-
pound and around two others at
the main gate, according to wit-
nesses.

“This is a criminal act. We just
wanted to launch a peaceful dem-
onstration,” said Hani Hashem,
bringing an injured friend to the
hospital.

The blasts killed 27 people and
wounded 63, according to Moham-
med Abdul Kadhim, an official at
Furat al-Awsat hospital in Kufa.

Blood was splattered on the
pavement in a courtyard beside
the mosque and a pair of sandals
was left nearby, according to As-
sociated Press Television News
footage. Shrapnel from the explo-
sions tore chunks out of walls and
the pavement, but the compound
did not appear to have suffered se-
rious structural damage.

Outside the hospital’s gate,

loyal to al-Sadr
marched on nearby Najaf but
came under fire from a base be-
tween the two cities housing Iraqi
national guardsmen and U.S.
troops, witnesses said.

The marchers scattered when
the gunfire broke out. The day be-
fore, gunfire from the same base
killed eight people and wounded
56 who were taking part in what
appeared to be a peaceful demon-
stration supporting al-Sadr.

Another mortar attack in Kufa
oon Wednesday, apparently target-
ing a police checkpoint, killed two
civilians, including a boy, 8.

Al-Sadr aide Hussam al-Hus-
seini blamed the mortar attack on
American forces backing Iraqi
troops in the city. “We held the in-
terim government responsible for
this bombing,” he said.

A U.S. military spokesman, Ma-
rine Capt. Carrie Batson, denied
the Americans fired the barrage,
saying troops were still avoiding
targeting holy sites in Kufa and

Najaf.

One US. military official,

U.S.
deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Wednesday, 964 U.S.
servicemembers have died
since the beginning of military
operations in Iraq in March
2003, according to the Defense
Department. Of those, 722
died as a result of hostile ac-
tion and 242 died of nonhostile
causes.

The British military has re-
ported 64 deaths; Italy, 18;
Spain, 11; Poland, 10; Bulgar-
ia, six; Ukraine, six; Slovak]a
three Thalland two; and Den’
mark El Salvador, Estonia,
Hungary, Latvia and the Neth.
erlands” have reported one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush decl
major combat_operations m
Iraq had ended, 826 U.S. ser-
vicemembers have died
as a result of hostile action and
213 of nonhostile causes, ac-
cording to the military’s num-
bers Wednesday.

The latest dealhs reported
by U.S. Central Command:

servicemember was
killed Wednesday in a vehicle
accident near Tikrit.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

W Army Staff Sgt. Robert C.
Thornton Jr., 35, Rainbow
City, Ala,; died Monday in a
grenade attack in Baghdad; as-
signed to the 1st Squadron, 7th
Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry

Division, Fort Hood, Texas.

speaking on condition of anonymi-
ty, said it was possible that rebels
firing at nearby Iragi National
Guard positions overshot their tar-
get and hit the mosque.

Tn other violence, saboteurs at-
tacked about 20 oil pipelines in
southern Iraq late Wednesday, re-
ducing exports from the key oil
producing region by at least a
half, an official with the state-run
South il Co. said Thursday on
condition of anonymity.

U.S. team to help NATO prepare for Afghanistan elections

BY WARD SANDERSON
Stars and Stripes

The United States will send a quick re-
sponse force to Afghanistan to help NATO
keep the peace during the presidential elec-
tion there on Oct. 9.

The force, as described in a release by
US. Ambassador to NATO Nicholas
Burns, will be an infantry company outfit-
ted with light armored and tracked vehi-
cles. The company will be ready to go by
late September, and could remain in the
capital of Kabul for about three months. It
should number around 110 troops.

The United States will also airlift mem-

bers of a Spanish quick-reaction battalion
and an Italian battalion assigned to
NATO’s Response Force into the country.
A spokesman for the ambassador wasn’t
immediately able to say from where the
U.S. contributions would be deployed.

Afghan President Hamid Karzai had
asked NATO for emergency security prior
to the elections. At the NATO Summit in
Istanbul, Turkey, in June, the alliance
agreed to assign 10,000 troops to its Inter-
national Security Assistance Force, which
beforehand was 6,500 strong. The US.
quick response force will join these other
NATO troops.

Most of the nearly 18,000 U.S. forces are

assigned to Operation Enduring Freedom,
the sharper edge of operations in Afghani-
stan that hunts down terrorists as well as
helps in reconstruction.

“The decision to offer these additional
forces responds to a request from Presi-
dent Karzai and reflects the strong and sus-
tained U.S. commitment to assist the Af-
ghan people as they seek to exercise their
democratic right and forge a constitutional-
ly representative government,” Burns an-
nounced this week. “It also fulfills a pledge
made by NATO heads of state and govern-
ment at their summit meeting in Istanbul.”

About 10.3 million voters have regis-
tered for the October election and legisla-

tive elections in April, according to the
United Nations. That figure outstrips even
Karzai's summit estimate, which was that
Afghanistan would boast 6 million regis-
tered voters. About 41 percent of those reg-
istered are women.

“These numbers are not final as data con-
tinues to come in and be verified at the
data center in Kabul before it is entered
into the database,” Manoel de Almeida e
Silva, a U.N. spokesman, said in a news re-
lease. “This process will continue for at
least a couple of weeks.”

Karzai will square off against 17 other

for the office he now holds.
E-mail reporter Ward Sanderson at:
sandersonw@mail.estripes.osd.
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Bradley the favored vehicle in Najaf battles

BY JASON CHUDY
Stars and Stripes

NAJAF, Iraq — A tough fight
with a close-in enemy requires an
even tougher vehicle.

Some soldiers attached to Com-
pany C, 2nd Battalion, 7th Caval-
ry Regiment, think that they've
got the perfem

more armor, are much larger
than a Bradley and carry a 120
mm main gun.

“With the 25 [mm], it’s a lot bet-
ter because it causes less damage
than a tank round,” said Sgt 1st
Class Reginald Parham.

Causing less damage to a build-
ing is important because the Brad-
ley also carries a
half-dozen soldiers

piece for s
fight in Na,ags &k For this type of i e vack.

narrow,  rub- o B “Most of the
ble-strown fighting, i’s  time the dismounts
U e  cvenbetler  Loden] gt o
that the g;‘ﬂey than tanks.9y clear what we just
vehicle is _iust Staff Sgt.  ham, who's
what's called for i worked on Brad-
here. Demetrio Young | ™5, eight

“For this type of the Bradley amored ¢l
of fighting, ivs fighting vehicles In Najaf, the

even better than
tanks,” said Staff Sgt. Demetrio
Young, 29, of Marina, Calif.

“Tanks can withstand more
hits, but I'd rather be in a Bradley
because it can move a lot faster,”
he said.

American troops have been
fighting in Najaf and some of the
surrounding areas for the past
three weeks.

The  Bradley carries a
rapid-fire 25 mm gun and a
.50-caliber machine gun and runs
on tracks like a tank. Tanks have

fighting distance
between armor and enemy can
sometimes be measured in feet,
with the enemy popping out of al-
leys or on rooftops, firing and dis-
appearing. Attacks come quickly
and on many occasions the
enemy fires first, meaning the ve-
hicle needs to take some hits.

“In the Bradley, we can take
four or five rocket-propelled gre-
nade rounds before anything hap-
pens to the vehicle,” said Parham
after an early Tuesday morning

JASON CHUDY,Stars and Stripes

A Bradley armored fighting vehicle with Company C, 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment sits on a Najaf,
Iraq, street Thursday morning. Some of the company’s soldiers say the Bradley is the perfect piece for the

fight in Najaf's narrow, rubble-strewn streets.

mission.

“Whatever street we go down
here, we make contact,” said Bra-
dley driver Spc. Brandon Os-
borne, 23, of Qumcy, IIl. “They’re
everywhere.

Osborne said that on this last

mission they flushed out 12
enemy fighters, firing on them to
protect both their vehicle and
their dismounted soldiers.

Later that afternoon, Osborne’s
Bradley survived a frontal hit
from an RPG. Other than chunks

'd rather be in a Bradley,” says one staff sergeant.

dug out of its steel, there was no
damage to the vehicle and no inju-
ries to its crew, who were a few
feet from the impact but on the
other side of the steel.

E-mail Jason Chudy at:
Chudyi@mal estripes osd.mil

Sgt. Alfredo
Garza, left, and
Sgt. 1st Class
John Hopson
hold their
homemade fly
swatters in
Najaf, Iraq,
between
rounds of
cards. The two
medics made
the swatters to
keep the pest
population at
bay, as well as
the diseases
they carry.
With them are
Spc. Dashea
Brown, second
from left, and
Sgt. 1st Class
Marlon Anding.

JASON CHUI
Stors and Sipes

4 ts arrested

Soldiers’ new mission creating a buzz

BY JASON CHUDY
Stars and Stripes

NAJAF, Iraq — The Army has declared a
“no-fly zone” in Najaf.

More specifically, nothing is allowed to fly
in the nondescript building where soldiers
from the 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry are tempo-
rarily housed.

Sgt. 1st Class John Hopson and Sgt. Alfredo
Garza are the proud owners of two
wire-framed, duct-taped, handmade fly swat-
ters.

Hopson said casualties have been relatively
light in the battalion, despite heavy fighting in
Najaf over the past few weeks, so there’s plen-
ty of time to hunt flies.

“Mine’s the original,” Hopson said during a

round of cards with Garza and two other sol-
diers. “Somewhere he messed around and got
another fly swatter — an imitation.”

“I built this to kill all the flies around the aid
station,” said Hopson. “[Shortly after] we first
moved in here, it was like a fly cemetery.”

Flies can carry disease and, the two said,
killing the pests helps keep down the possil
ty of diseases.

“Flies carry feces, and we're just doing pre-
ventive medicine,” Hopson sai

“We're looking out for the good of the
troops,” Garza said.

Their “service” to the soldiers is produced
by dramatically different designs, they said.

Though basically similar in appearance, the
swatters have important differences that the
two say make one better than the other.

“P've got my slits to make sure that I get the

“flat’ of a regular fly swatter,” said Hopson. “It
goes with the wind for a faster swat — it's
lightweight and accurate.

“T've got at least 850 kills with this joker and
still counting.”

“I'll give you about 250, said Garza, who
proudly shows off his version.

“’I'h\s right here is a ‘Generation IT’ fly swat-
ter,” he said. “It’s reinforced with little pieces
of cardboard for better durability. It also has
more surface area.”

Garza has added the words “No Fly Zone”
on one side and a bull’s-eye on the other.

According to their tallies, in addition to the
hundreds of flies, Hopson has killed three
dragonflies and Garza two.

“I even tried to get a bird once,” Garza
claimed, drawing groans f'rom the room.

E-mail Jason Chudy at: i tripes.osd.mil

A group of 1st Infantry Divi-
sion soldiers from 2nd Battal-
ion, 108th Infantry Regiment
captured four suspected insur-
gents Tuesday after a mortar
attack against a base near
Balad, Iraq, military officials
reporled ‘Wednesday.

After the morning mortar at-
tack, which injured a soldier
on the base, the members of
the Big Red One stopped a
pickup truck ﬂeeing

e mortars cam

AH-64S Apache atmck heli-
copters assisted the soldiers, a
Multi-National Corps-Iraq
news release stated.

The suspects were taken
into custody for questioning
and residue testing, according
to the release.

Prisoner abuse trial

CAMP PENDLETON, Calif.
— An Iraqi inmate who died at
a U.S. detention camp was an

“ornery prisoner” who was
beaten by several Marines, in-
cluding one on trial for alleged-
ly kicking him in the chest, one
of the camp’s jailers testified.

Pfc. William Roy testified
‘Wednesday that he and defen-

lant ittman be-
lieved the 52- -year-old inmate,
Nagem Hatab, had sold a rifle
taken during the ambush of a
U.S. Army convoy that left 11
soldiers dead and led to the
capture of Pfc. Jessica Lynch
and five others.

Pittman could be sentenced
to two years in a military pris-
on if convicted of assault and
dereliction of duty. Roy was de-
moted from the rank of lance
corporal as part of a plea deal
in which he agreed to testify.
He is the only Marine to say he
saw Pittman attack Hatab.

From staff and wire reports
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Rumsfeld appears safe after prison reports

Secretary shouldn’t have to resign, but issue remains ripe for campaign debate

BY ROBERT BURNS
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Release of
two in-depth investigative reports
this week on the Abu Ghraib pris-
on scandal appears to have put to
rest suspicions that Defense Secre-
tary Donald H. Rumsfeld ordered
or encouraged the use of abusive
tactics against Iragi detainees.

Rumsfeld and other defense
leaders are faulted for lapses in
oversight of the detention and in-
terrogation system in Iraq, but un-
less the House or Senate launch
new efforts to undermine Rums-
feld, it seems the scandal will not
force him from office, as appeared
possible last spnng

Some senior military officers,
however, may be in jeopardy.

Disciplinary action has been rec-
ommended for a few commanders

— none above the rank of colonel
— and the three-star general who
was in charge of the U.S. military
in Irag at the time, Ricardo
Sanchez, is cited in both new re-
ports for leadership failures that
might stop him from getting a
fourth star.

Taken together, the two reports
— one by an independent panel of
defense experts and one by a
four-star Army general — provide
what amounts to the Pentagon’s
best answer to the central question
that arose when photos of soldiers
abusing Iraqi prisoners shocked
the world in April.

The question was: How could
this have happened in a military
that Rumsfeld and others call the

best in the world?

e short answer is that a rela-
tively small number of deviant sol-
diers (about three dozen) commit-
ted sadistic acts, knowingly violat-
ing Army ethics and common stan-
dards of decency. And some of
their leaders failed to provide su-
pervision and support.

“We learned there were leaders
who knew about this misconduct,
knew better, and did nothing,” said
Gen. Paul Kern, who oversaw an
Army investigation of the 205th
Military ~ Intelligence Brigade,

which Tran interrogations at the
‘Abu Ghraib facility near Baghdad.

A part of the broader answer is
that the Army was not fully pre-
pared for the instability and insur-
gency that took hold after the fall
of Baghdad. It didn’t have enough
people available to properly run

e prison and interrogation sys-

tem; many were not well trained
for that duty, and those at Abu Gh-
raib were ill-equipped to deal with
insurgent attacks on the prison.

Some  in
Congress
had suggest-
ed that Rums-
feld indirect-
ly encour-
aged excess-
es in the in-
terrogation
of prisoners
in Iraq, but
neither the
Army nor the
independent
investigation
found any evidence of this.

The independent panel, headed
by former Defense Secret
James Schlesinger, did conclude
that Rumsfeld should have made

Rumsfeld

fuller use of his legal staff in devel-
oping an interrogation policy for
Iraq before the war began. More
broadly, it said the Pentagon lead-
ers failed to adjust quickly to an un-
anticipated Iragi insurgency.

Asked Wednesday after the re-
lease of the Army report whether
Rumsfeld should go, Sen. John
Warner, the Republican chairman
of the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee, told reporters he agreed
with bchlesmger 's view that Rums-
feld’s departure would be a “boon
to all of America’s enemies.”

Even if Rumsfeld’s political sup-
port holds, the Democrats in a pres-
idential election season are unlike-
ly to let the scandal die quickly.
John Kerry said Wednesday that
Rumsfeld should resign and the
whole matter should be investigat-
ed by an independent commission
appointed by President Bush.

Florida man sets fire to Marine van after learning son was Killed in Iraq

The Associated Press

her husband knew what was coming as three uniformed
Marines approached their front door. While she started to
cry, police say Carlos Arredondo simply snapped.
Distraught after being told his Marine son was killed in
combat in Iraq, Carlos Arredondo climbed into the Marine
Corps van parked outside his home and set it ablaze

Nobody tells your story the way we do.
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»

‘Wednesday, suffering severe burns to his arms and legs.
. X The three Marines went to the house to tell the fdther
HOLLYWOOD, Fla. — Melida Arredondo said she and g4

of Lance Cpl. Al

Casualty

their 20-year-old son had died Tuesday in Najaf, famlly
members said.

The father then walked into the garage, picked up a pro-
pane tank, a lighting device and a can of gasoline he used
to douse the van, police Capt. Tony Rode said. He smashed
the van’s window, got inside and set it ablaze, despite at-

on'him, police said.

When troops deploy, our reporters go with them.

Contact them today by emailing iraq@mail.stripes.osd.m
STARSK,#STRIPES.

Your Hometown Newspaper

Reporter Jason Chudy tells your story from your perspective.

tempts by the Marines to stop him, Rode said.

The Marines, reservists who are members of a military
Calls Officer team, pulled Arredondo,
44, from the burning vehicle and extinguished the flames

None of the Marines was injured but the van was gutted
by the fire, Marines spokesman Maj. Scott Mack said.

Rode said it was too early in the investigation to discuss
possible charges against Arredondo.

{
5. ARMY H
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Europe troops get orders for Afghanistan

5,500 GIs will be first major USAREUR
contingent since beginning of invasion

BY JON R. ANDERSON
Stars and Stripes

HEIDELBERG, Germany —
Army units in Germany and Ttaly
have begun receiving marching
orders for the next rotation of
forces into Afghanistan, accord-
ing to a spokesman for Army forc-
es in Europe.

More than 5,500 troops from
Europe will deploy into the com-
bat zone beginning in late fall,
with most of the forces in place
by the end of the winter, said
Michael Tolzmann, U.S. Army Eu-
rope spokesman.

It's unclear, however, what
U.S.-based units will round out
the deployment into Afghanistan.

The rotation marks the first
major contingent from Europe
embarking for duty in Afghani-
stan since the U.S.-led invasion al-
most three years ago.

The Italy-based Southern Euro-
pean Task Force is slated to take
over command of the mission in
March. The 2,000-strong SETAF,
commanded by Brig. Gen. Jason
Kamiya, will replace the Ha-
waii-based 25th Infantry Division
which has been on the ground
since spring.

With force levels in Afghani-
stan expected to hold steady at
about 17,900 troops, SETAF’s two
battalions of paratroops will not
be able to do the job alone. Eu-
rope-based troops will provide
some of the help.

Joining them will be Germa-

ny-based AH-64 Apache Long-
bow and UH-60 Black Hawk
crews, as well as a wide variety of
intelligence, medical, military po-
lice and other support units.

While few if any of the Eu-
rope-based units have been to Af-
ghanistan, many are veterans of
the war in Iraq. SETAF, for exam-
ple, jumped into Kurdish-held ter-
ritory in the north at the begin-
ning of the war
there while the
2nd  Squadron,
6th Cavalry Regi-
ment, a V Corps
Apache unit
based in T
Jesheim, provided
deep-strike  and
close-air support
through the inva-
sion from Kuwait.
The Tllesheim
unit returned from Fort Hood,
Texas, last month after convert-
ing to the updated Longbow ver-
sion of the Apache.

Troops from the Giebel-
stadt-based 3rd Battalion, 158th
Aviation Regiment, a Black
Hawk unit, learned they will be
headed to Afghanistan, barely a
year after finishing an extended
13-month tour in Iraq.

The news of another year at
war drew resigned sighs from the
3-158 Aviation’s combat veterans.
Several said they're at least re-
lieved they’ll be going someplace
different.

“P'd prefer a change in scenery

&k “The mission’s
the same. It’s
Just a different
location. 9y

Spc. Juan Haninger

158th Aviation Regiment

— and a little cooler climate,”
said Spe. Brian Ferry, 20, of Rock-
land, Pa.

To others, though, the change
matters little.

“The mission’s the same,” said
Spe. Juan Haninger, 23, of Stock-
ton, Calif. “It's just a different lo-
cation.”

There is currently the rough
equivalent of seven infantry bat-
talions operating
in Afghanistan, in-
cluding  three
light-infantry bat-
talions from the
25th ID’s Third
Brigade, one bat-
talion of Marines,
and one battalion
from the Virginia
Army  National
Guard.

Meanwhile, one
field artillery regiment from the
25th ID is performing a mix of in-
fantry and artillery duties while
the division’s cavalry squadron
also is performing largely light-in-
fantry duties.

With only two infantry battal-
ions so far slated to deploy, it's un-
clear what other combat forces
will round out next rotation.

The 1st Infantry Division’s 1st
Battalion, 63rd Armor Regiment
is one of the few ground combat
units in Europe that has not just
returned from Iraq or currently
is there. In fact, the unit was at-
tached to SETAF to provide an ar-
mored punch for the unit as it

3rd Battalion,

e next rotation of European-based
units are expected to begin deploying to
et

il

Operation Enduring Freedom 6

14th Movement Control Battalion
0th_Ordnance Company  (Explosive.
ornance biposs)
Elements of 1915t Orcnance Battalion
Ordnance Company

Task Force

Headquarters and Headquarters Compa-
ny, SETAF

ity R coiment.
22 Batilion, 5 iy Regime

5 ATard Forward Support Battalion Brovi
74th Long Range Surveillance Detach-

Tizmm i ol o
3t Wiitary Police Compan
ith Quartermaster compan‘/

V Corps
Headquarters, Headquarters Company,
12th AV\E!ID" rigade
uadron, S(h Cavalry Regiment
3rd Baltahon

omuany €3rd Battalon, 56th Aviation

Regi
zmh Mmtary Po‘hce Sompany
olice C
20 e Jebn Willtary nteligence
77th Ordnance Company
26th Quartermaster Company
en

15Mh Medlcal Detachmem
21st Theater
Support Command

Headquarters, Headquarters Company,
29th Support Croup

69th Transportation Company
Elements of the 25ist Transportation

ompany.
Nine military working dog teams

5th Signal Command
44th signal Battalion
Elements of the 509th Signal Battalion
1st Personnel Command
uarters, uarters Detach-
et S108% Bersonnel Suppor Battaon
g Sompany C, 510th Personnel Support
alion
Severa\ postal platoons from the 510th

266th Finance Command
Headquarters, Headquarters Detach-
ment, 39th Finance Battalion
‘Company A, 39th Finance Battalion
‘Company B, 208th Finance Battalion
18th Engineer Brigade
dquarters, Headquarters Company,
JEth Englneer Brigade
h Engineer Detachment
7th Army Reserve Command
Reserve augmentees for SETAF

66th Military

Intelliga roup
Three tactical human intelligence teams

pushed toward Baghdad from the
north.

According to senior Army offi-
cials in Europe, the unit is now
training for infantry duties at the
Combat Maneuver Training Cen-
ter in eastern Germany. Officials,

however, could not confirm
whether the battalion would de-
ploy to Afghanistan.

“That unit has not been given
deployment orders,” said Hilde

Patton, a V Corps spokeswoman.

Even if 1-63 Armor does join
the deployment, that still leaves
four battalions worth of infantry
off the roster.

So far, all the Pentagon has said
is that “elements of XVIII Air-
borne Corps” would provide the
balance of forces.

E-mail Jon Anderson at:
andersonj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Renovated restaurant

brings Naples crowds
a taste of the States

BY KENDRA HELMER
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — Folks craving Ameri-
can grill food in an English-pub atmosphere
can get it by swinging by a remodeled res-
taurant next to the Carney Park golf course.

er a yearlong renovation, the Fairways
Bar & Grill, formerly known as the Fair-
ways Restaurant opens Friday at Carney
Park.

“We wanted to have a place you can go to
and have a beer and American food like you
enjoy back in the States,” said Richard
Knapp, golf course manager.

Because the old restaurant’s plumbing
was being reworked, it made sense to do
other upgrades at the same time, said Tho-
mas Wilson, marketing director for Naples
Morale, Welfare and Recreation. MWR did
not have figures available on the overall
cost of the renovations.

The carpet was ripped out and replaced
with tiles and carpet, and the booths were
S\vdpped for leather chairs and tables. The
sol bar with stained-glass accents, cus-
tom- deslgned by the MWR staff, was "built
in the States and shipped to Naples. It has
Irish, German and American beer on tap.

Knapp said a satellite will beam in the
American Golf Channel and other programs
to the six or so TVs in the bar and lounge

The patio, with new wrought-iron furni-
ture and heaters, will be available for par-
ties and banquets.

The Golf Pro Shop, which sells equipment
and clothes, also was renovated. The light-
ing on the putting green has been improved
for for night play.

The eatery is open for lunch and early din-
ner from about noon to 9 p.m. Wednesdays
to Sundays, with the hours dependent on the
number of customers. The traditional
mixed grill menu includes black Angus ham-
burgers, fish and chips, grilled swordfish,
spinach and artichoke dip and salads.

It will also have theme nights, the first of
which will be an all-you-can-eat taco bar
Sept. 17. The theme nights, about 6-8 p.m.,
cost $7.50 per person. Fairways also is con-
sidering having a monthly Sunday buffet
brunch.

Friday’s open house is 5 to 8 p.m. For
more information on the restaurant, call
081-526-5418.

E-mail Kendra Helmer at:
helmerk@mail.estripes.osd.mil

KENDRA HELMER/Stars and Stripes

Bartender Roberto Esposito stands behind the new British-style bar at the Fairways Bar &
Grill, which reopens Friday at Carney Park in Naples, Italy, after a year of renovations.
“We wanted to have a place you can go to and have a beer and American food like you
enjoy back in the States,” said Richard Knapp, golf course manager.
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Military life has enough challenges without worrying
about how your loved ones will contact you... especially
during times of conflict. I know, because I grew up in a
military family and served as a Navy Admiral.

You can count on the American Red Cross to help you
wherever you go. Whether you're at sea, or on an
installation, we can help your loved ones back home
get messages to you, or from you, in case of emergency.
We can also help you through counseling and other
needed assistance.

The Red Cross was there for my family, and we’ll be
there for yours. In fact, we support thousands of
military families each year.

For more information, or to learn how you can
help, please contact your local Red Cross or visit
www.redcross.org. Thank you.

7 W American
X Red Cross
Marsha Evans

President and CEO, American Red Cross Together, we can save a life
Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy (Ret.)
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Scattered Marines get to meet together

Stuttgart conference provides
latest news and info on Corps’
future to MARFOREUR troops

BY CHARLIE COON
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany — Ma-
rines usually form a pretty tight
group, but not always.

The 1,200 who are part of U.S.
Marine Corps Forces Europe, or
MARFOREUR, are spread out
across a lot of countries. On
Wednesday and Thursday, some
came to the European Theater
Marine Conference to hear the lat-
est news affecting Marines, as
well as information on the Corps’
direction for 2005 and beyond.

“The basis for my job is contact
with other peo-
ple ... to go meet
the Spanish com-
mandant of the

changes in the Corps and how
‘we're transitioning and transform-
ing ourselves in some areas.”

Some of the changes are tacti-
cal, such as EUCOM’s shifting
focus from western Europe to
eastern Europe and Africa, which
are considered the new potential
hotspots for enemies of the Unit-
ed States.

Other changes are not as excit-
ing but just as important, Berndt
said, such as new procedures and
paperwork. The officers in atten-
dance were ordered to learn the
rules and pass them down their
chain of command.

“So the lance

kb Because they don’t omoraleets the
enefits he

Marine Corps, to have a e A o
meet the Span- y N i
ish chief of naval day-to-day {iiﬁ}‘e,e,‘-’.ﬁe | s
operations,  to , 7 g -
ot e persy exchange with they Il be afford,
tions  officer,” Marine he’ll get them on
said Lt. Col. Jose . time, and he
Cristy of San  operating forces  won'thave toask
Jquan Puerto ,. questions about,
ico, and the De- or, itn some “Whi V ,5 this
fense Attache Of- wron,
fice in Madrid. cases, other Mz, Michelle
“In the Span- a’

ish culture, busi-
ness is done at a
personal level. If
I can know the

Marines, the
things going on
within the Corps

Rudy, of Mullica

personnel office,
said that behind

g?)el‘ii;:l?lfl M:E& P every piece of pa-
[US. European don’t get perwork is a Ma-
Command] and g —and-cente rine out there
e it front-and-center  who has  got

that to them, that
makes my _|0b a
lot easier.”

The 90 Ma-
rines who came
to the confer-
ence were mostly colonels, lieu-
tenant colonels and majors. Many
were from Stuttgart, where MAR-
FOREUR is headquartered, but
others came from places such as
Latvia, Norway, Russia and Italy.

Their job, according to MAR-
FOREUR commander Lt. Gen.
Martin R. Berndt, was to leave
the conference feeling more con-
nected to the Corps.

“In many cases, Marines ... are
working in an office with other
service and state department peo-
ple and they're focused on their
day-to-day tasks,” Berndt said.
“Because they don’t have a
day-to-day exchange with Marine
operating forces or, in some
cases, other Marines, the things
going on within the Corps don’t
get front-and-center attention.

attention.yy
Lt. Gen. Martin R.

MARFOREUR commander

something com-
ing, whether it's
danger pay, or-
ders to a new
base or a doc-
tor’s bill.

“If these areas
are not taken care of by these Ma-
rines,” Rudy said, “when they ac-
tually go out to do combat, they’re
thinking about their family back
athome ... and if this got settled.”

Others in MARFOREUR, such
as Maj. Miguel Ameigeiras, have
no one underneath them to
supvervise. Ameirgeiras, of Holly-
wood, Calif., a special assistant to
the EUCOM deputy commander,
hoped the conference would help
him keep his own “Marine Corps
house in order.”

“It’s all facilitated for me here,”
he said. “I'll know where to go for
information and how to get every-
thing accomplished.”

“Then I can focus on the job the
Marine Corps sent me here to
do.”

Berndt

“Its important they Know  gmai chariie Coon at:
what’s going on, the il.estri d.
Kiinigstllhl run coming hill slog to the Army’s mountain-

HEIDELBERG, Germany —
The Heidelberg military com-
‘munity will host the 28th annual
43rd Signal Battalion
Konigstuhl Run at 9:30 am. on
Sept. 25.

To register for the 5.4-mile up-

tup antenna station, runners can
0-7045 or
06221 -57-7054 for information,
or go the run’s Web site at:
www.konigstuhlrun.de.
Entry fee for the run is $12
until Sept. 17 and $15 thereaf-
ter.

From staff reports

HUGH C. MCBRIDE/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

U.S. Army Lt. Gen. Martin R. Berndt, commander of U.S. Marine Forces Europe, emphasized the importance

of taking care of details to attends

in Stuttgart, Germany.

at the European Theater Marine Conference

gets it all

Industrial Company at eck19ks@cckbid.com.

Office Furniture

ADM International’s Whole Room Concept makes it easy ta design, install and
furnish an entire room under a single NSN and contract number. Plus, our rooms
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Airmen dissect the basics of the convoy

Thorough tralmng ass1sts squadron in managmg the real thing in Iraq

BY KENT HARRIS
Stars and Stripes

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy —
The only incoming fire the 603rd
Air Control Squadron has to
worry about during training exer-
cises this month is an errant shot
off the tees of the nearby base
golf course.

But dozens of airmen from the
unit experienced the real thing
earlier this year.

The 603rd returned from a
six-month rotation in Iraq in
June. During that stint, it com-
pleted a move from Baghdad In-
ternational Airport to Balad Air
Base, trucking all its equipment
in nearly two dozen convoys.

Staff Sgt. Jason DeLucy, who
was on most of those missions,
said a few convoys came under
small-arms fire from a distance.
But none of them had to stop and
there were no injuries.

Still, the experience made him
realize that training for such mis-
sions should be taken seriously.

“The training is pretty thor-
ough and fits with what we expe-
rienced,” he said.

Because the unit wasn’t am-
bushed and had some help from
the Army in clearing roadside
‘bombs in Iragq, this training prob-
ably goes a bit further, he said,
because it covers scenarios that
didn’t happen.

Lt. Col. Jennifer Spears, who
took over the squadron after it re-

PRISCILLA ROBINSON/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force

Members of the 603rd Air Control Squadron practice moving equipment and personnel via a convoy on
Aviano Air Base, ltaly, earlier this month. The squadron, which spent the first half of 2004 deployed to Iraq,
is designed to be mobile and handle its own transportation needs while deployed.

turned to Aviano, said the 603rd
has to be prepared to fend for it-
self and know everything possi-
ble about traveling by convoy.
“In order to get to where we
need to go to accomplish the mis-

sion, this is where you start,” she
said. “I's a basic requirement
for this squadron to have all the
basic skills.”

Basic to many Army units,
maybe. But not to airmen.

Navy patrolman enters guilty plea
to charges related to on-duty joyride

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER
Stars and Stripes

NAVAL STATION ROTA,
Spain — A Navy patrolman
pleaded guilty at a special
court-martial Thursday to flip-
ping a security vehicle during an
on-duty joy ride and then trying
to cover it up.

Petty Officer 2nd Class Aaron
Sweet said he was “showboat-
ing” when he drove the sports
utility vehicle off road during a
routine base patrol with another
security officer March 26. He
said he rolled the Nissan Terra-
no while doing “doughnuts” and
“figure eights.” The vehicle was
totaled in the accident. The in-

surance company estimated the
damage at $7,728.

Sweet, who has 15 years of ser-
Vice in the Navy, pleaded guilty
to five incident-related charges,
including making a false state-
ment, damaging government
property and reckless driving.

Navy Judge (Capt) Dave
White sentenced Sweet to 60
days’ hard labor, a reduction in
pay rate and forfeiture of $300
per month for six months. U.S.
base commander Capt. John

Orem will review the case and
could reduce the punishment.

Sweet said he and Petty Offic-
er 3rd Class Valeria Pezzano
were patrolling the base’s north-
east section when he flipped the
vehicle.

To cover up the incident, he
told a security dispatcher over
the radio they were in pursuit of
a speeding black sedan. He said
he and Pezzano agreed to the
phony story. But after security
scoured the naval station for the
phantom car and never found it,
Sweet and Pezzano admitted
they made it up.

Under the sentencing guide-
lines, Sweet will be reduced to a
petty officer third class. Howev-
er, if he gets in trouble in a
12-month period, he could be
dropped to a seaman pay rate.

Pezzano has not been charged
in the incident.

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:
schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

So in addition to loading up
and unpacking a small amount of
their equipment, airmen have
been drilling on setting up tents
and camps, establishing perime-
ters and training on how to prop-

erly handle weapons and use pro-
tective gear in a convoy setting.
Airmen who went through the
drill faced ambushes, roadside
bomb scenarios and protests de-
signed to stall the convoys.

First Lt. Ryan Finan said the
only real scare was to golfers
who were surprised when heavi-
ly armed airmen quicKly arrived
and set up camp near one of the
holes. The squadron was using
an area adjacent to the golf
course, because it already had
other equipment there.

Spears said the squadron
needs to be familiar with all its
tasks, because it could be called
to deploy again at “any time.”
She said she’s heard of no such
deployments, but there are only
five air control squadrons in the
Air Force — including the 606th
Air Control Squadron at Span-
gdahlem Air Base in Germany.

Such squadrons are not includ-
ed in the Aerospace Expedition-
ary Force rotations. Unlike most
airmen sent to locations in the
desert, air control squadrons de-
ploy as units. They also can
spend a longer time in theater, as
evidenced by the 603rd’s Iraq de-
ployment.

“It's probably about as close to
the Army as the Air Force gets,”
Finan said with a smile, sum-
ming up all the differences.
E-mail Kent Harri
harrisk@mailestripes osd.mil
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Russian flight recorders yield no crash info

BY JIM HEINTZ

The Associated Press

MOSCOW — A top Russian official said
Thursday that flight recorders failed to pro-
vide reliable information about what
brought down two jetliners just minutes
apart, but for the first time a government
leader conceded that terrorism was consid-
ered the leading possibility.

A day after officials spoke cautiously
about terrorism and stressed that other
causes were being considered, presiden-
tial envoy Vladimir Yakovlev said that de-
spite the lack of data, the main theory
about the catastrophe “all the same re-
mains terrorism,” the ITAR-Tass news
agency said.

The apparent failure of the recorders to
provide significant information was sure to
fuel what appeared to be rising suspicion
among Russians over the crashes that
killed 89 people, a view embodied by a

headline in the Nezavisimaya Gazeta pro-
claiming “Russia now has a Sept. 11.”

“There are too many coincidences,” said
a Moscow pensioner, Ruven Suryaninov.
Physicist Natalia Kozhelupova said, “It’s
too suspicious.”

Others found their suspicions mixed
with perplexity. “I never trust what the au-
thorities are saying, but in this case I don’t
know,” said Yevgeny Skepner, a computer
programmer.

Many Russians have ingrained doubts
about the government’s candor after the
confused and contradictory reports on the
sinking of the nuclear submarine Kursk in
2000 and the still-murky 2002 seizure of a
Moscow theater by Chechen rebels.

Suspicions about terrorism in the crash-
es were bolstered by the fact they came
just five days before a Kremlin-called elec-
tion in warring Chechnya, whose separat-
ist rebels have been blamed in a series of
suicide bombings and other attacks in re-
cent years.

Officials previously expressed concern
that militants might try to carry out attacks
ahead of Sunday’s vote.

Officials said Wednesday that while ter-
rorism was a possibility, other factors such
as bad jet fuel or human error also were
being investigated and they hoped the
planes’ data recorders would yield clues.

But Yakovlev, the presidential envoy for
southern Russia, where one of the jetliners
crashed, told First Channel television that
the recorders “turned off immediately ...
this is probably the main affirmation that
something happened very fast.”

He said the recorders “had gone out of
service already before the fall of the airlin-
ers,” ITAR-Tass said.

Analysts were divided over whether the
government has been trying to play down
the possibility of terrorism.

Pavel Felgenhauer, an independent mili-
tary analyst who is often critical of Russian

authorities, said the government would
have nothing to gain in a cover-up.

“From all viewpoints, it would be better
for the authorities to call it a terrorist act ...
because otherwise it means that things are
really bad here, that we have bad planes
that crash to the ground one after anoth-
er,” he said.

But Oleg Panteleyev, an independent avi-
ation expert, speculated the authorities
were trying to avoid another form of em-
barrassment.

“For the special services, to miss such a
major terrorist act would be to acknowl-
edge their impotence,” he said.

A government commission appointed to
investigate traveled Thursday to the crash
site about 120 miles south of Moscow,
where a Tu-134 with 43 people aboard
went down. Workers ended their search
work there, but continued to comb the
wreckage of a Tu-154 that crashed in south-
ern Russia, killing 46 passengers and
crew.

Revelers wage annual tomato war

tomato throwing festival.
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d man lies in a river
e at the end of the

The Associated Press

MADRID, Spain — Knee-deep
in red mush, tens of thousands of
revelers pelted each other with
tons of ripe tomatoes Wednesday
in Spain’s messiest summer

Police in the eastern village of
Bunol — population 10,000 —
said some 36,000 people waged
the hour-long food fight, bathing
themselves, the walls and streets
with 140 tons of fruit projectiles.

Some warriors were shown on
television literally swimming in
the fresh tomato puree, only their
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heads peeking out of the sea of
red pulp.

It all started with a pistol shot
at high noon, after which six
trucks unloaded fruit ammuni-
tion for Spaniards and tourists
from as far away as Japan who
had gathered for two hours to
paste each other in the de-
cades-old battle called “La Toma-
tina.”

Residents preferring to watch
from balconies — but getting
their licks in, too — poured water
on the crowd.

Town hall set up 500 makeshift
showers for the revelers to clean
up. Others bathed in a river.

The festival, held every year on
the last Wednesday of August, is
said to have started in the 1940s
when a clutch of youths began
throwing their lunch at each
other one day in a downtown
square.

They met again the following
year, this time pelting passers-by
as well and giving birth to the
now legendary food fight.

AP photos

Young people throw ripe tomatoes at each other during the annual
“Tomatina” tomato fight in the town of Bunol, near Valencia, Spain, on
Wednesday. The town used 140 tons of tomatoes in the messy battle.

Call for ii f t

LONDON — A lawmaker used
historic Parliamentary laws to
launch an attempt to impeach
Prime Minister Tony Blair Thurs-
day for misleading the country
over the case for the Iraq war.

Adam Price, a lawmaker with
the Welsh Plaid Cymru party,
said he was reviving a parliamen-
tary procedure last used more
than 150 years ago because Blair
had refused to resign despite
“compelling evidence” that he
had duped the country.

Price’s bid would require a
vote in support of impeachment
in the House of Commons, where
Blair’s ruling Labour Party has
an overwhelming majority, mak-
ing it an unlikely scenario.

More led flights

LONDON — British Airways
canceled some flights Thursday,
marking the fourth consecutive
day of disrupted services due to
staff shortages and technical diffi-
culties.

The airline scrapped a sched-
uled flight from Baltimore, Md.,
to Heathrow Airport and a
round-trip flight from Heathrow
to Amsterdam, citing technical
problems.

Round-trip flights from the air-
port to Oslo and Zurich were can-
celed because of staff shortages.

The airline has canceled almost
90 European and U.S. flights over
the past three days, stranding
thousands of travelers at the
height of the busy summer vaca-
tion period.

From The Associated Press
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Bush enlists McCain to fight attack ads

BY DEB RIECHMANN
The Associated Press

LAS CRUCES, N.M. — Presi-
dent Bush wants to work with Re-
publican Sen. John McCain to go
to court against political ads by
“shadowy” outside groups, the
‘White House said Thursday amid
growing pressure on the presi-
dent to denounce attacks on John
Kerry’s war record.

“We want

spokesman
Scott McClel-
lan told re-
porters
aboard
Force  One
en route to
New MSXICO

L
McCain

work, that he would be willing to
pursue legislative action with
Sen. McCain on that.”

McClellan did not say when
any of those steps would be taken.
Election Day is Nov. 2.

The debate over Kerry’s ser-
vice in Vietnam has dominated
the presidential race in recent

weeks after the group Swift Boat
Veterans for Truth aired ads ques-
tioning the Democratic nominee’s
decorated record.

McCain,
R-Ariz., has
called on
Bush to con-
demn  the
anti-Kerry
ads, even as
the war hero
popular with
many inde-
pendent vot-
ers is active-
ly support-
ing Bush’s
re-election.
The senator welcomed Bush’s ges-
ture.

“I'm very appreciative of the
president’s effort to do that,”
McCain said in an interview with
The Associated Press. “I want to
emphasize if I could that we're
not saying that 527s should be
abolished. We're just saying they
should live under the same cam-
paign finance restrictions [as
hard money groups] because they
are engaged in partisan activity.”

McCain added: “T've said be-
fore I would like for the president
to specifically condemn that ad,
but the president has said John
Kerry served and also

Bush

The Associated Press

ANOKA, Minn. — John Kerry
challenged President Bush on
Thursday to weekly debates from
now until Nov. 2 on campaign is-
sues like education, health care
and national security.

“America deserves a discus-
sion like we're having here
today, which 'm prepared to
have with this president every
single week from now until the
election,” the Democratic presi-
dential candidate said.

The Bush-Cheney campaign
rebuffed the debate challenge.

“There will be a time for de-

Kerry challenges president
to series of weekly debates

bates after the convention, and
during the next few weeks. John
Kerry should take the time to fin-
ish the debates with himself,” re-
sponded Bush-Cheney spokes-
man Steve Schmidt.

“This election presents a clear
choice to the American people
between a president who is mov-
ing America forward and a sena-
tor who has taken every side of
almost every issue,” he said.

The Commission on Presiden-
tial Debates has scheduled
three presidential debates to be
held on college campuses in the
battleground states of Florida,

ssouri and Arizona in late
September and October.

the president is now

Phil

acting to try to bring 527s into reg-
ulations that are appropriate.”
Bush has criticized all outside
group attack ads, including the
Swift Boat Veterans group’s first
commercial. He has said he
wants the ads to stop, but has not
explicitly condemned the charges
made in the Swift Boat ad.
to the White House

Kes

Singer said, This ont an sste
about 527 ads or campaign fi-
nance. It’s a question of whether
the commander-in-chief will de-
nounce a group whose claims
have been discredited by eyewit-
ness accounts, official "naval
records dndl in some cases, their
own words.”

McClellan said the goal is “to
shut down all of this activity by
these shadowy groups.

Federal judge rules in favor of ‘partial-birth abortion’

BY LARRY NEUMEISTER
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — In a highly an-
ticipated ruling, a federal judge
found the Partial-Birth Abortion
Ban Act unconstitutional Thurs-
day because it does not include a
health exception.

U.S. District Judge Richard C.
Casey in Manhattan said the Su-

preme Court has made it clear
that a law that prohibits the per-
formance of a particular abortion
procedure must include an excep-
tion to preserve a woman’s life
and health. Casey issued the rul-
ing two months after hearing clos-
ing arguments in the case.

A San Francisco judge already
has declared the 2003 law uncon-
stitutional, and a judge in Lincoln,

Nebraska, is considering the ques-
tion. The three judges suspended
the ban while they held the trials.

The law, signed in November,
represented the first substantial
federal legislation limiting a wom-
an’s right to choose an abortion.

Abortion rights activists said it
conflicted with three decades of
Supreme Court precedent.

It banned a procedure that is

known to doctors as intact dila-
tion and extraction, but is called
“partial-birth abortion” by abor-
tion foes. During the procedure,
the fetus is partially removed
from the womb, and its skull is
punctured or crushed.

The judge challenged the con-
clusion by Congress that there is
no_ significant body of medical
opinion that the procedure has
safety advantages for women.

New & Used
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Crematory
settles suit
for $80M

BY ELIOTT C.
MCLAUGHLIN
The Associated Press

ROME, Ga. — An $80 million
settlement was reached Thurs-
day in a lawsuit against the opera-
tors of a crematory where the re-
mains of 334 people were found
strewn across the grounds.

The settlement was reached
the day after a trial stemming
from the lawsuit filed by nearly
1,700 people who said their rela-
tives’ remains were mishandled.
U.S. District Court Judge Harold
Murphy commended both sides
for the amicable agreement.

The suit against Ray Brent
Marsh and his father’s estate
came 2Y years after 334 bodies
that were supposed to have been
cremated were found at the
Tri-State ~ Crematory, ~which
served Georgia, Tennessee and
Alabama.

“Everybody, quite frankly,
wanted to get it over,” said de-
fense attorney Frank Jenkins.
“We want it over, we want heal-
ing, we want to go on with our
lives and I think that’s what made
it possible.”

Marsh, who still faces 787 crim-
inal charges in an October trial,
declined to comment.

Robert Darroch, an attorney
for the family members, said pay-
ment would come from the
Marshes’  insurance company,
Georgia Farm Bureau, and that it
and the two parties would work
out details Friday in a county
court.

He said he had “no doubt” the
company will pay the money be-
cause the Marshes’ policy covers
acts of negligence.
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Firms chosen to create defense
systems for commercial planes

BY LESLIE MILLER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Teams led
by BAE Systems and Northrop
Grumman were chosen Wednes-
day to build and test prototypes
for anti-missile systems to defend
U.S. commercial planes against
shoulder-fired rockets.

The Homeland Security Depart-
ment said the companies will
each get $45 million over the next
18 months. It's the second phase
of the agency’s effort to deter-
mine whether affordable, effec-
tive anti-missile systems can be
deployed on commercial planes.

Last January, BAE, Northrop
and United Airlines were chosen
from among 24 companies that
sought $2 million contracts to de-
velop plans for using anti-missile
technology and to analyze the eco-

nomic, manufacturing and main-
tenance issues for placing such
systems on civilian aircraft.

All three came up with plans
that use lasers to redirect
heat-seeking rockets away from
aircraft engines. United’s plan
was not considered as advanced,
s0 it was dropped.

“We have been impressed with
the progress made by these teams
over the past six months,” Home-
land Security Secretary Tom
Ridge said. “Taking aggressive ac-
tion to understand how technolo-
gy can address this potential
threat is a high priority for us.”

Military aircraft and planes
that carry heads of state, such as
Air Force One, already deploy
anti-missile systems. The sys-
tems, though, are not reliable
enough for commercial aviation,

require a great deal of mainte-
nance and can go off spontaneous-
Iy while a plane is on the ground,
creating a safety hazard.

0 companies will have to
overcome those problems in a
cost-effective way and obtain ap-
proval for the devices from the
Federal Aviation Administration,
said Parney Albright,
secretary for Homeland Security.

“There’s a lot of challenges
ahead,” Albright s:

Concerns about ten‘onsts using
lightweight rocket launchers to
take down commercial airliners
were raised in November 2002
when terrorists fired two SA-7
missiles that narrowly missed an

raeli passenger jet after it took
off from Mombasa, Kenya. U.S. of-
ficials concluded al-Qaida proba-
bly was behind the attack, which
coincided with a bomb blast at a
nearby hotel.

AP

A 1995 Ford Mustang seized by police is among the items that will be

put up for sale by the state of Califor:
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state’s surplus items, the state Department of General Services will
hold a giant sale for the public Friday and Saturday.
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BY JENNIFER COLEMAN
The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Cali-
fornia is cleaning out its garage
and holding a sale, selling off sur-
plus office equipment and com-
puters, along with cars, espresso
machines and baseball cards the
state has accumulated over the
years.

The massive

Saturday will help clean out “the
cobwebs  of  government,”
Schwarzenegger said.

The Department of General
Services surplus warehouse in
Sacramento, normally open to the
public for sales of used office
equipment, was closed Thursday
so workers could sort and price
the goods.

Items such as office furniture,

part of Gov. Arnold Schwdrzeneg-
ger’s move to make state govern-
ment more efficient and is an
idea highlighted in the 2,700-page
California Performance Review
he ordered. Better management
of the state’s assets was also the
subject of an executive order and
legislation Schwarzenegger
signed.

The state Department of Gener-
al Services leases warehouses
that are stacked with giant crates,
each one filled with surplus state
goods, but most of which “were
just sitting here for years, gather-
ing dust,” said Fred Aguiar, secre-
tary of the State and Consumer
Services Agency.

In what he called the first thor-
ough purging of its warehouses,
Aguiar said at least one of
crates held surplus goods from a
department that has been defunct
for two years.

Selling the property Friday and

equlpment Jjewelry and baseball
cards will be set out for sale Fri-
day and Saturday. Also among the
surplus property is a 1995 Ford
Mustang with 48,000 miles seized
by South Lake Tahoe police.

ile most of the items are
from various state agencies and
offices, others have come to the
state through asset_forfeitures
and other avenues, said Aguiar.

On Wednesday, workers sorted
boxes of thousands of knives, scis-
sors and nail clippers — and one
abandoned electric cattle prod —
seized at airport security check-
points.

In case bargain hunters can’t
be in Sacramento for the sale, the
state is also selling many items on
eBay under the seller name cali-
forniagold2000.

The state will accept cash, cred-
it cards and personal checks, Agu-
iar said, adding, “These items are
priced to move.”

Wis. man cleared as suspect in couple’s deaths

SANTA ROSA, Calif. — Authorities cleared a Wisconsin man who
had been sought following the shooting deaths of two camp counselors,

saying he was not a suspect.

Nicholas Edward Scarseth, 21, called police after it was announced
that he was a “potential witness” in the killings. He was interviewed
Tuesday, passed a polygraph test and was then released in what his
parents say was a case of mistaken identity.

“He was cooperative and was released after our interview,” Lt. Dave
Edmonds of the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Department said in a state-
ment Wednesday. “We presently do not view Mr. Scarseth as a suspect.”

Dozens of detectives are investigating the murders of Lindsay Cut-
shall, 23, and her fiance, Jason Allen, 26, who were found Aug, 18 shot
to death in their sleeping bags on a remote beach near the Northern

California hamlet of Jenner.

From The Associated Press
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Cars missing boat
on American Way

Dear Tom and Ray:

I don’t know if you've ever com-
mented on the “proprietary soft-
ware” being installed by auto-
makers these days. 'm presently
shopping for a newer, used
Volvn, and I fell in love with the

owever, when I bounced

ths off my trusted independent
Volvo mechanic, he told me he
cannot work on these models be-
cause they are filled with propri-
etary software designed to drive
owners to
Volvo dealer-
ships for ser-
vice and re-
pairs.  He
says even the
dealers have to transmit data
back to the East Coast headquar-
ters to get answers. Are other car-
makers doing this now? Doesn’t
this run contrary to the great de-
mocracy in which we live today?
— Margaret

RAY: Yes, it does seem a bit
contrary to the American Way,
doesn't it, Margaret? But I think
the people are starting to rise up.
In fact, I saw a protest sign out-
side a garage the other day that

read “No Tire Rotation Without
Represemanon!”

TOM: This is an unfortunate
trend, Margaret. A number of
higher-end, mostly European
manufacturers are using technolo-
gy that requires proprietary tools
to diagnose.

Y: That doesn’t mean they
won't give the tools to Sven, the

local independent Volvo mechan-
ic. But it means Sven would have
to lay out eight to 10 grand for the
special computer and software to
work on 880s. And he’d have to
pay for upgrades every year.
TOM: It's unlikely that most in-
dependent mechanics, who usual-
ly work on a variety of cars, are
gomg to spend that kind of money
ey can work on the
half dozen S80s that come in dur-
ing the year.

RAY:
the reallty 1s

Click and Clack o, o

Tom and Ray Magliozzi

more business
for dealer-
ships, and, over time, serves to
drive independents out of busi-
ness. That means less competi-
tion for your service dollars,
which means fewer choices and
higher prices for your repairs.

M: In fact, we did a study a
couple of years ago and found
that, on average, dealerships
charge about 15 percent more for
repairs than mdependem shops

. And that's WITH competi-
tion from the mdependents With-
out it, who kno

RAY: We thmk th\s is anti-com-
petitive. But it’s apparently not il-
legal. So, the only way you can
protest, Margaret, is to buy some-
thing else.

Got a question about cars? Write to
Click and Clack in care of

per, or e-mail them by visiting the Car
Talk section of cars.com on the World
Wide Web Distributed by King Features
Syndicate
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Producer:
Make music
shopping
more fun

BY ALEX VEIGA
The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO Legendary
music mogul Clive Davis has
some advice for music retailers
looking to persuade music fans to
return to traditional ~record
shops: Make shopping more fun.

“You are faced with a major
threat ... competition from digital
distribution,” Davis warned hun-
dreds of merchants and record-
ing industry executives who gath-
ered last weekend for a confer-
ence.

The renowned chairman and
chief executive of BMG North
America compared the choice be-
tween buying music online or in a
store to eating dinner at a restau-
rant or at home.

“It’s fun to shop for music ...
and you're not making it a fun ex-
perience,” he said. “You have got
to make it exciting.”

Davis said he was impressed
by Tower Records, which has
staff members well-versed in
music, and Virgin Megastore,
which recently redesigned some
stores. Tower emerged from
bankruptcy court protection in
March.

The four-day gathering of
music merchants comes at a turn-
ing point in the retail music busi-
ness. Retailers, heavily depen-

EXCHANGE RATES

Clive Davis, CEO of BMG North America, told the National Associ

of Recording Merchandisers that to compete with online downloads,
traditional record shops need to make shopping for music more fun.

dent on physical music formats
like CDs and audio cassettes,
have been particularly hard-hit
by an industry downturn that
began in 2000.

Even though U.S. music sales
are up 9 percent so far this year,
retailers are struggling to hold
their ground in a market where
digital sales are growing.

Davis, who launched the ca-
reers of Alicia Keys, Whitney
Houston and other superstars,
didn’t address whether retailers
should offer computer downloads
or customized CD burning inside
their stores.

But finding ways to generate
sales from the online music boom
is now at the top of the list for re-
tailers, from large chains such as
Best Buy Co. Inc. and Tower to re-
gional and independent mom-
and-pop merchants.

Several firms were scheduled
to pitch their own in-store technol-
ogy offerings during the confer-
ence. Among them is a new hy-
brid CD-DVD format known as
Dualdisc that features standard
CD audio on one side and

VD- material on the

Hong Kong (Dollar
Hungary (Forint)
Iceland (Krona)

other. The technology is receiv-
ing a push by the four major re-
cording companies.

Also  being promoted are
in-store computer kiosks that can
crank out custom CDs and sell
downloads.

“We have to make sure CD
burning becomes a commercially
viable option for all of us,” said

Glen Ward, president and chief
executive of Virgin Megastore.

Online sales of digital tracks re-
main a small part of overall
music sales.

However, in February, the num-
ber of song downloads sold in a
week exceeded 2 million for the
first time, said Jim Donio, acting
president of the National Associa-
tion of Recording Merchandisers,
whlch oxganlzed the conference.

‘seismic  shifts m
muslc consumpuon are bei
caused by the popularity of Apple
Computer Inc.’s iPod digital play-
er, its online music store and
other Internet retailers such as
Napster 2.0, Rhapsody and Music-

Sllll the most common music
format is still the CD, and it’s like-
ly to remain that way for the next
few years, Donio said.

Looking ahead, he warned that
companies across the music in-
dustry are still operating on tight
margins and merchants remain
vulnerable to changing consumer
preferences.

When it comes to the populari-
ty of artists, he provided a largely
positive outlook, citing the pickup
in sales and the high-flying suc-
cess of Norah Jones and Usher,
whose albums sold more than 1
million cuples in the first week of
release — t time that’s hap-
pened since 5000,

“Upcoming releases for Em-
inem and Faith Hill, among many
others, could keep the party going
for the rest of the year and well
into 2005,” he said.

o
o customers at military bank-
ing faciltes n the country of Issuance
for Japan, Sou Germany, the
Netheriands and the Onited-Kingdom:

currencies to one dollar, except for the
British p which is represented in
dollars-fo-pound, and the euro, which 13
dollars-to-euro.)

30-year bond X
Sources: The Associated Press, Bank of
America, Bloomberg.com
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Money tip of the day

Knight Ridder/Tribune

Have you ever considered add-
ing some foreign stocks to your
investment portfolios, but don’t
know where to start? A good
starting place would be a spin on
the Web.

American Depositary Re-
ceipts, or ADRSs, allow investors
to purchase directly foreign equi-
ties listed on U.S. stock exchang-
es. To find out more about the

Foreign stock finders

subject, here are a few snes with
information about AD!

B The Bank of New York
www.adrbny.com/dr—edu—
landing.jsp.

W Citibank wwss.citissb.com/
adr/www/adr—info/index.htm.

B The Investment FAQ invest-
faq.com/articles/stock-adrs.
html.

W Investopedia www.investo-
pedia.com/university/adr/.

W Wallstreeter.com wallstreet-
er.com/adrframe.htm.
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Not linked to slavery

1 was surprised to read of the controversy
over the playing of “When Johnny Comes
Marching Home” (“Offensive song?,” Aug.
17) for returning soldiers. Apparently, some
people connect it with slavery.

Actually, it is a variation of an Irish song,
“Johnny I Hardly Knew Ye,” that predates
the American Civil War and has no connec-
tion to slavery. The original song is a som-
ber, even anti-war, song. Its lyrics are the
voice of a woman looking for Johnny, her
son or husband, an Irishman who has
served in the British army. He has been so
damaged by war, physically or psychologi-
cally, that she does not recognize him. The
ambiguity of the lyrics makes it universal.
The song was brought to America in the
great wave of Irish immigration in the
1850s and was adapted into the homecom-
ing song known to Americans. Likewise,
“Garryowen,” though adopted by the 7th

Cavalry, is not about the Indian Wars. It is
another Trish song celebrating the town of
Garryowen in County Limerick.

Marine Col. Joseph F. Collins
Baghdad

Song flap shows ignorance

Once again, we see the issue of ignorance
of U.S. military history among a member of
the senior noncommissioned officer corps.
As an NCO in the U.S. Army, I find it ap-
palling that many of my more senior rank-
ing fellow soldiers have so little grasp of the
scope and breath of the history of our ser-

vice.

This problem starts at the initial entry
training level, in which the history and cus-
toms of our service receive only the briefest
time on an already-crowded training sched-
ule.

Perhaps the folks at Training and Doc-
trine Command, in conjunction with the Ser-
geants Major Academy, can put together a
fully accredited e-learning course on the his-
tory of the U.S. Army to be available to all
soldiers. Perhaps then, this level of
“un-learnedness” among the senior ranks
will itself become part history.

taff Sgt. Join Wingfield
LSA Anaconda, Iraq

Guard serving proudly

We are one team fighting a common
enemy, and not each other. The author of
“National Guard training” (Aug. 17) fails to
realize that the National Guard has been
serving in every conflict since 1637. With-
out the National Guard, our worldwide com-
mitments would not be able to be met.
Training in responsibility, discipline and
of a

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Cmmlry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Many people may have joined for the edu-
cational benefits, but the world has changed
since they enlisted. They have answered the
call, and they are proudly serving.

pe. Allen Johnson

Camp Bucca, Iraq

A I about laini
Everyone knows that all reservists and
National Guard soldiers immediately

throw away responsibility, discipline and
respect after basic training. Only ac-
tive-duty training can instill such values in
people; thanks for pointing that out (“Na-
tional Guard training,” Aug. 17

We all know that prior service troops
never, ever complain. We should just tell
the Defense Department to get rid of all
nonprior service reservists and guards-
men, right?

And we all know why those Guard troops
joined in the first place: college money. Of
course, all of the active-duty troops joined
because of things like God and country.
None of them would join because they
lacked direction and purpose after high
school, they wanted adventure, they want-
ed to see the world, they wamed to get job
training, they were trying to escape some-
thing, or they wanted money for education.
They would never join for such selfish rea-
sons and only thought of the United States
and freedom when signing the dotted line.

And what about the reservists and
guardsmen complaining? I mean, when
people start complaining about things like
showers or living areas, you know that mu-
tiny is just around the corner.

Why try to improve your situation or ex-
pect better from the military? Soldiers
don’t have the right to complain, because
ing will surely lead to the demise

respect is the leader. If
there was a problem with an individual sol-
dier, he should have been counseled and cor-
rective action taken.

The letter writer correlates complaining
with irresponsibility, lack of discipline and
disrespect. Concerns about living condi-
tions, hygiene facilities and equipment are
fair topics to be brought forth for correc-

tion.

Dooneshury
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of the military. It might even cause people
to write letters to the paper complaining
about complaining. Why try to improve
things when you can overgeneralize a
group of people and cry about people com-
plaining?
Doing that is so much more constructive.
Spc. Russell Steadele
Camp Victory, Kuwait

Move hurts colonel’s authority

Being a retired U.S. Air Force master
sergeant from Rhode Island, I closely
watched the rise of Lt. Col. Martha Mc-
Sally, who sued the Defense Department
for forcing female servicemembers to
wear Muslim garb while serving in Saudi
Arabia. I'm sure she has been quite an in-
spiration for many women who aspire to
break many of the traditional man-roles.

While I think this endeavor is admira-
ble, it’s possible McSally may now come
to regret the methodologies she em-
ployed to change the system.

I can see it now, some airman standing
in front of her for disobeying a lawful
order or any other Uniform Code of Mi
tary Justice infraction. How is she going
to provide the right esprit de corps and
discipline in her new command? When
the men start showing up with earrings
or beards — or even “unauthorized”
headgear — how will she respond? What
grounds will she have?

Michael Francis

Springfield, Va.

Bush’s behavior on 9/11

The writer of “What he would have
done” (Aug. 18) ignores facts and uses
sarcasm to avoid the real issues of Presi-
dent Bush’s behavior on 9/11.

He implies that only Superman could
have done a better job. What are the
facts?

Bush was notified between 8:46 a.m.
and 8:55 am. that the first plane had
struck the World Trade Center. He en-
tered the classroom at 9 a.m., posed for
photos and began reading with the chil-
dren. At 9:06 he was told about the sec-
ond plane.

Bush himself — attending an an-
nounced event in a school full of children
— may have been a target. What did he
do? He spent another 10 minutes reading
to the kiddies.

From 9:16 until 9:29, still at the school,
he met with staff and made phone calls.
He then gave a speech and departed at
9:34. Not until 9:56, after Air Force One
was airborne and apparently not until
after he learned of the Pentagon attack,
did he finally give a shoot-down order.

So: Our president, knowing the coun-
try was under attack, did not issue the
order necessary to defend us until 50 min-
utes later. Research question for the let-
ter writer: What is the flight time of an in-
tercontinental ballistic missile from
North Korea to Los Angeles?

Sen. John Kerry gave exactly the right
answer when asked how he would have
dealt with the situation: Politely excuse
himself and go do what a president is sup-
posed to do.

So what say you all, do we have enough
facts here to conclude that President
Bush miserably failed in his responsibili-
ties as leader of our country and com-
mander in chief? I think so.

t Martin
Wiirzburg, Germany

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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Timing of troop plan influenced by politics

Los Angeles Times

ith the end of the Cold War and

the collapse of the Soviet

Union in 1991, the United

States began bringing its
400,000 troops home from their bases over-
seas. Now about 200,000 are stationed out-
side the United States, excluding the more
than 150,000 in Iraq and Afghanistan. Most
of those doing tours of several years are in
Germany and South Korea.

Last week, President Bush proposed
bringing more servicemembers back to
U.S. bases. Redeployment is something De-
fense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld has been
studying since he took office in 2001. But
‘what should be a study in strategy and tac-
tics, a discussion on how best to provide na-
tional security, has been overwhelmed by
politics. Hence the president’s announce-
ment on troop withdrawals less than three
months before an election, at an appear-
ance before the Veterans of Foreign Wars
that was paid for by Bush’s re-election cam-
paign.

If the Pentagon’s plans are good — and
Democratic presidential nominee John
Kerry denounced them in his equally politi-
cal appearance before the VFW two days
after Bush spoke — they’ll be just as good
after Inauguration Day.

Not that any of the redeployments (per-

haps eventually totaling as many as 70,000)
will happen any time soon. Pentagon offi-
cials said they would not begin for more
than a year and could take as long as a de-
cade. Nor would changing the troop
strength and locations be cheap.

Bush predicted savings, but they may
come at the price of a steep initial invest-
ment, according to a Congressional Budget
Office report in May on the Army, the ser-
vice with the most permanent installations
and troops outside the United States. The
moving costs will be great, base infrastruc-
ture in the United States must be expanded
to cope with more troops and their families,
and contributions from host nations such as
Germany will undoubtedly be trimmed.

Kerry criticized the proposed withdraw-
al of 12,000 of the more than 38,000 U.S.
troops in South Korea at a time when W
ington is trying to get North Korea to give
up its nuclear weapons. But 51 years after
the end of the Korean War, South Korea
should be able to defend itself, and a with-
drawal of one-third of the U.S. troops would
be unlikely to persuade Pyongyang that the
United States is in retreat or unwilling to
again come to Seoul’s aid.

The primary reason for stationing U.S.
troops in nations with strong militari
such as Japan and South Korea is to pro-
tect American interests, and only second-
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arily to give pause to enemies of the host
countries. Political support in host coun-
tries also plays a role; the United States
shut its bases in the Philippines after years
of protest.

The Cold War dictated domestic and
overseas deployments; the war on terror is

necessitating new bases in nations such as
Uzbekistan.

Advanced technology in the hands of a
well-equipped, highly trained military may
make it easier to keep troops and their fam-
ilies at home rather than abroad, but the de-
cision must be based on reasons of national
security, not politics.

Repositioning U.S. forces is valid as enemies shift

BY PETER R. HUESSY
WASHINGTON
resident Bush’s bold proposal to
redeploy some 70,000 U.S. troops
from East Asia and Western Eu-
rope is a win-win situation from
virtually every vantage point.

It's good for American taxpayers, it’s
good for military morale and it's good for
our allies.

Most important, it's good for national se-
curity at a time when quick-strike mobility
— rather than a outmoded Cold War
set-piece strategy — is vital in fighting a
war against shadowy terrorist cells lurking
in many countries across the globe.

Bush has proposed moving upward of
some 70,000 American soldiers from East
Asiaand Western Europe over the next de-
cade. These soldiers will probably involve
heavy armor divisions stationed in Germa-
ny as well as some forces from the Repub-
lic of Korea and Okinawa. The U.S. bed-
rock of deterrence will remain, of course,
reinforced by our nuclear umbrella and
our forces still stationed in those areas —
especially with respect to the still-emanat-
ing threat from the North Korean capital of
Pyongyang.

A very large number of retired U.S. mili-
tary combat veterans, including seven gen-
erals and three admirals with a combined
350 years of service, have endorsed the ad-
ministration’s proposals. They and other
experts note the war against the so-called
international jihadists will require an agile
and flexible military — an objective that
certainly will be enhanced by the presi-
dent’s proposed reforms.

It's comforting to note a bipartisan con-
sensus developing — highlighted by Demo-
cratic presidential candidate John Kerry’s
recent remark that a thoughtful reform
might very well include some movement of
US. forces from Germany and South
Korea.

While our military is currently grappling
with its full and complete role in Iraq, a
key element of any effective strategy in the

future will be to act prior to attacks. That
likely means pre-emptive moves that pre-
serve the stability of friendly governments
while undermining the terror masters,
rogue regimes and terrorism’s private fin-
anciers.

Even major organizations such as the
Carnegie Endowment for International
Peace, generally reflexively against U.S.
military power, now have concluded that
“too many dangerous activities” are not en-
compassed by existing agreements, and
therefore need to be countered by the possi-
ble use of military force.

Of prime importance is the growing
threat of nuclear terror, which the Bush ad-
mlmstrauon describes as a key “prolifera-
tion thre:

This nple threat combines outlaw
states, the growth of “loose” nuclear wea
ons/materials, and fanatical terrorists will-
ing to use any means necessary to express
their hatred of the West.

As aresult, the Bush administration con-
cluded that some of the actors in this hor-
ror-drama, including Saddam Hussein’s
Iraq, could not be reformed. While Libya’s
decision to capitulate and remove its nucle-

ar and other weapons programs was wel-
come, it is an unlikely outcome in many of
the other cases.

Flexible military forces can help the
United States and its allies act quickly to in-
tercept banned and dangerous technology,
fully enforce and expand the Proliferation
Security Initiative, while complementing
expanded Nunn-Lugar efforts to keep nu-
clear material out of the hands of the jihad-
ists.

Following these strategies will allow us
to muscularly enforce clear-sighted poli-
cies in the war on terror rather than rely
on what Sen. Jon Kyl, R-Ariz., has dubbed
“peace through paper” and the Carnegie
Endowment has called “commitments and
resolutions earnestly passed.”

One of America’s finest soldiers, former
Marine Corps Commandant Gen. P.X.
Kelly, noted the new troop alignment pro-
posed by the president demonstrates a for-
ward-looking view, moves beyond the sta-
tus quo, recognizes the realities of the
post-Sept. 11 world. Kelly points out that
“the threat America faces today is funda-
mentally different than the threats Ameri-
ca’s military was configured to face during

the Cold War” as modern military capabili-
ties “make force deployment and the pro-
jection of power more important than the
Tocation of standing armies.”

Of course, the threat from North Korea
remains serious, and is growing with its nu-
clear program and ballistic missiles. But
the current force of Americans soldiers in
South Korea has never been adequate to
stop a concerted attack from Pyongyang
without major reinforcements and the use
of overwhelming air power. To mount an ef-
fective deterrent in Korea, however, the
Bush administration wisely recognizes
that we do not need to tie down hundreds
of thousands of U.S. forces that are better
utilized elsewhere.

In short, President Bush’s reposition of
U.S. forces is based on a new reality that in-
delibly inscribed itself on the national con-
sciousness after the tragic events of Sept.
11. One can argue that it might have been
undertaken a half-decade or more ago, but
both the American people and their protec-
tors should be thankful it is occurring now.
Peter R. Huessy is a senior defense associate at the
National Defense University Foundation and a
member of The Committee on the Present Danger,
a bipartisan education and advocacy organization
dedicated to building a national consensus for
fighting terror around the globe.

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Kerry signs stolen

PENSACOLA — Hun-

dreds of yard signs
supporting  Democratic
presidential candidate John
Kerry have been stolen and
vandalized in this heavily Re-
publican region known as
“Bush Country,” prompt-
ing some Kerry support-
ers to hang signs from
trees to deter bur-

glars.

About 350 signs have
been stolen, according to Panhan-
dle for Kerry organizers, who met
with Pensacola police Monday.
The group has distributed nearly
3,400 signs.

Police said they would increase
patrols and Kerry supporters
planned to conduct neighborhood
watches, said the group’s chair-
man, Jerry Holt.

Pensacola resident Anne Ben-
nett lost four Kerry signs from her
front yard before putting out a
homemade sign that read “Nice
people don’t steal or vandalize.”
She hung her latest sign from a
pine tree limb 15 feet in the air.

1986 murder solved

MONTICELLO — A

41-year-old California man
has admitted bludgeoning and stab-
bing to death an upstate New York
restaurant owner almost 18 years
ago.

Rommal Bennett, 41, of San
Francisco, had been a cook at the
Bloomingburg diner owned by
John Roe.

“My intent was to rob Mr. Roe,”
Bennett said Wednesday in Sulli-
van County Court. “It all winded
up in a murder, your honor.”

Roe was found dead Nov. 3,
1986, outside his home in Bloom-
ingburg, 66 miles north of New
York City.

The key to the case was a ciga-
rette butt found in a beer bottle in
Roe’s house, police said. DNA
taken from that butt this year led
authorities to Bennett, who had a
1994 criminal conviction in Minne-
sota.

Natural gas blaze

MOSS BLUFF — Experts

were preparing to cap a
blaze at a natural gas well that has
been burning since last week.

The fire shooting up from the un-
derground natural gas storage cav-
ern east of Houston once soared as
high as 1,000 feet, but diminished
to about 300 feet Monday, authori-
ties said.

Authorities have revised the
number of evacuees from one fami-
ly to 30. All live within a mile of
Duke Energy’s Moss Bluff storage
facility in Liberty County.

Duke Energy spokeswoman
Frances Jeter said the exact count
of evacuees housed at area hotels
is still being calculated. She said
residents who lived outside the
one-mile radius and felt threat-
ened by the fire were also provid-
ed lodging.

Deep impact

ATLANTA — A layer of

quartz grains found in an
east Georgia kaolin mine have
been traced to the impact of a giant
asteroid that crashed near the
mouth of the Chesapeake Bay 35
million years ago.

AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

The 54-mile-wide crater left by
the meteor, the sixth-largest in the
world, previously has been identi-
fied as the source of a rare mineral
called Georgiaite. Small, glassy,
olive-green beads of it have been
found for decades in more than a
dozen middle Georgia counties.

They are a type of impact-pro-
duced natural glass called tektite.

Ed Albin, a tektite expert at Fern-
bank Science Center in Atlanta,
steered research into the sub-
stance toward the open kaolin
mines that dot the center of the
state. Sandwiched between layers
of clay in an abandoned Kkaolin
mine in Warren County, a team of
researchers headed by University
of Georgia graduate student Scott
Harris, found traces of the impact.

Drunk wedding guest

LYNDEBOROUGH

New charges are likely
against a man who showed up
drunk at a Lyndeborough wedding
and injured the groom Saturday,
police said.

Brian Lithgow, 43, of Steamboat
Springs, Colo., ended up driving
his car over the groom’s foot, po-
lice said.

Cpl. Mike Jeha, Lyndeborough
police patrol supervisor, said
Michelle Brady organized the wed-
ding as a surprise for Sean Brady,
now her husband. He said the in-

Deadly wreck

A single-engine plane is fed off
El Matador State Beach, northwest
of Malibu, Calif., and lowered onto
a truck Monday. Three people
were killed when two single-engine
planes collided off the beach on
Sunday.

o
7

vestigation into Lith-
gow’s conduct is con-
tinuing.

Police Chief James

road in his truck, drunk
and angry. He said the
groom stopped him to ask
im to leave, but Lithgow
n’t until he ran over the
groom’s foot with his truck.

Wal-Mart romance

BOISE — Somewhere
between the junk food aisle
and the automotive department,
Pat Byrd and Bill Hughes fell in
love.
So it was only natural that they
should marry where the magic hap-

pened — Wal-Mart.

“It never dawned on me to have
it anyplace else,” said the
55-year-old bride.

Neither bride nor groom work at
the discount store. Still, they spend
more time there than many em-
ployees do, wandering the aisles
and visiting friends for up to six
hours a day, nearly every day
since the store opened two years

ago.

“I talk to people and walk
around for exercise, and we al-
ways buy a soda or a sandwich or
something,” S1-year-old Hughes
said.

“If we’re not here, the store peo-
ple worry about us. They’re our
family.”

Call in sick next time

NEW ORLEANS — An ex-

termination company em-
ployee was charged with imperson-
ating a Secret Service agent to get
out of work.

Prosecutors say Mark Taylor
told his employers during an ab-
sence that he was a federal agent
on an official assignment, alleged-
ly collecting $1,800 in salary while
he was away. Taylor faces up to
three years in prison.

Twice the twins

ST. PAUL — Allyssa and

Grant Kuseske joke that

they’ve won the baby lottery. The

‘winning numbers must have been
-2.

On Thursday, Allyssa Kuseske
gave birth to their second set of
twins in a year.

“We are kind of on the accelerat-
ed plan,” Allyssa laughed as she
cradled her new son Caleb on Sat-
urday.

Doctors at United Hospital in St.
Paul say they've never seen two
sets of twins from the same par-
ents in a year’s time. The likeli-
hood of having two sets of twins
over the course of a woman’s child-

years is less than 2 per-
cent, doctors say.

The couple said the first set was
born with a little help from medi-
cal sclenoe, wh11e the latest pair
was an “00ps.”

Not really a hody

CARPINTERIA — Homi-

cide detectives investigat-
ing reports of a corpse spotted in a
trash can cordoned off the area
only to find their victim was a dis-
carded dummy. “It was very realis-
tic. It was an anatomically correct
and theatrical quality dummy,”
sheriff’s Lt. Phil Willis said.

7 The Statue of Liberty, now open
Standmg strong again to the public after terrorism
fears shuttered the park, is expecting a rise in visitors during the Repub-
lic National Convention. The RNC begins in New York on Aug. 30.

Lightning fills the sky behind Cor-
pus Christi Catholic Church in
Lawrence, Kan. Storms caused flooding throughout Lawrence, knocking
out power to some while putting on an electrical show of its own.

Almighty light show



es - Mideast Edition - August 27, 2004

PAGE 17

To the moon

A motorist watches Ringling Brothers

Elephant crOSSlng Barnum & Bailey circus elephants

cross at the intersection of Pascagoula and Jefferson streets as they
make their way to the Mississippi Coliseum in Jackson, Miss.

A ultra-light plane flies over Thomas J. Dodd Stadium in Norwich, Conn., during a
Norwich Navigators minor-league baseball game.

Dog days of summer
Mahrjon Hafez wades in the pool
with her dog, Cody, a standard
poodle, i , Kan. The dogs
swam and participated in jumping
and Frisbee-catching contests
before the pool was drained for
season.

Just a small tdste

A small butterfly searches for nectar among flowers in Annandale, Va.
Birds and insects took advantage of the cooler-than-normal August weather
in the Washington area to search for food.

Tortured and murdered

HOUSTON — Police want

to track down the relatives
of a 50-year-old man who investiga-
tors say was mutilated and tor-
tured before being killed.

“This man’s last 30 minutes
were terrible, terrifying, horrible,”
Houston Police Department homl-
cide Sgt. Jim Binford told the Hous-
ton Chronicle for its Tuesday edi-
tions. “He was horribly mutilated
and tortured before he was killed.”

Luis Manuel Munoz's body was
spotted in Brays Bayou by a pedes-
trian on Aug. 15. Binford said that
Munoz died from gunshot wounds,
which only told part of the story.

Binford, who declined to detail
the mutilations for investigative
reasons, said 15 large holes cut in
Munoz’s torso and abdomen were
evidently to help the body sink. A
heavy weight was fastened to one
of Munoz’s ankles with chain.

15-term mayor dies

BEAVER — Robert P.

Linn, recognized by the
Guinness Book of World Records
as the nation’s longest-serving
mayor, has died. He was 95, and
first took office more than 58 years
ago.

Linn, in his 15th term, died at
home Saturday, said his daughter,
Marty Scheidmantel.

“He always stood up for the com-
munity, and rightfully so,” said
Beaver County Commissioners
Chairman Dan Donatella. “Being
mayor was almost a tradition for
him. He loved the community and
always put it ahead of everything.”

Linn was sworn into office on
Jan. 2, 1946, though he didn’t even
want the job, then known as bur-
gess. Linn went along with a group
of Republicans who wanted to un-
seat the incumbent — but he took
out a newspaper ad urging people
to vote for his opponent.

Cow earns dairy drink

MT BOZEMAN — Rancher

Skip Hougland figured it
was an offer he couldn't refuse:
Bring in a cow, get a free frozen
blended coffee beverage.

So he took Bonnie Prince
Charles Edward Stuart, a Scottish
Highland steer who generally goes
by “Charlie,” to a local Dairy
Queen on Tuesday and got a free
“Moolatte” as part of a corporate
promotion.

Hougland brought Charlie to
town after reading that people who
brought a living cow to any partici-
pating business would be reward-
ed with a free coffee-flavored
Dairy Queen version of a latte.

Charlie, who is 10, was the only
animal that made an appearance
at any of the area outlets.

‘Spider-Man’ busted

NEW YORK — A personal
trainer,  dubbed  “Spi-
der-Man” because of his ability to
scale walls, leap from windows to
roofs and swing on fire escapes,
was convicted Monday of several
counts of burglarizing Manhattan
apartments, offices and schools.
Rufus Graham, 41, was found
guilty of breaking into mostly up-
scale apartments on the Upper
East and Upper West sides and in
Midtown. He also was convicted of
robbing the Dwight School on
West 89th Street and the Ramaz

School on East 78 Street.

Police Officer Ray Gogarty testi-
fied he saw Graham, once a physi-
cally well-conditioned personal
trainer at the David Barton Gym,
leap backward out a seven-story
theatrical office window on West
45th Street, just east of Times
Square.

Graham landed on the roof of
the Lyceum Theater, across a
10-foot alley and three stories
down, Gogarty said. He pretended
to be hurt until he spotted a fire es-
cape ladder, which he quickly slid
down and vanished, the officer tes-
tified.

Infant death conviction

HONOLULU — An Oahu

man was sentenced to life in
prison with the possibility of pa-
role for causing the death of his
8-week-old son last October.

Derrick Smith, 33, of Salt Lake,
was sentenced Monday after being
convicted in June of second-de-
gree murder in the death of his
son, Kelby Bridenstine.

Smith had testified that he acci-
dentally dropped the boy while tak-
ing him to his crib.

Prosecutors said the death was
no accident and pointed to an au-
topsy that determined the baby
died of “abusive head trauma,” in-
cluding two skull fractures and
bruises.

Biotech species rules

SACRAMENTO — Wildlife

regulators have issued 14
permits for genetically engineered
species in the year since California
became the only state to require
such licensing, according to a re-
port being released this week.

Their one rejection was a propos-
al to market a fluorescent zebra
fish — the nation’s first transgenic
pet, now sold under the trade-
marked name GloFish everywhere
except in California.

Even then, the Fish and Game
Commission reversed its_earlier
outright rejection, voting in April
to seek a new recommendation
from experts with the Department
of Fish and Game.

The department decided Austin,
Texas-based Yorktown Technolo-
gies would have to submit its Flori-
da-grown biotech fish to a full envi-
ronmental assessment before it
could be considered for sale to the
public.

Sweet incentives

WEST PALM BEACH —

Krispy Kreme is offering to
reward students with a doughnut
for every A on their report card,
but the plan seems a little flaky to
some officials trying to fight child-
hood obesity.

Under one promotion, Krispy
Kreme stores will give Palm
Beach County students in kinder-
garten through sixth grade a free
doughnut for good grades. Another
program has students decorate
posters of doughnuts with “success
sprinkles” when children meet
goals. The posters can be turned in
for doughnuts.

“Krispy Kreme doughnuts are
very good, especially when the
‘hot” lights are on, but I can’t say
that there’s anything healthy about
them,” school board member
Debra Robinson said Tuesday.
“Can’t we find something else? I
mean, a doughnut?”

Stories and photos from wire services
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Jay-Z, R. Kelly free to tour now

Jay-Z and R. Kelly are going back in time.

Their planned 2002 tour never materialized because of
child pornography charges against Kelly. Now they’re set
to open “The Best of Both Worlds”
tour Sept. 30 in Chicago.

The U.S. tour, which takes its
name from their 2002 album, will
travel to more than 40 cities before
ending in Phoenix on Nov. 28.

They appeared together last year
at Jay-Z's concert at Madison
Square Garden in New York City.

Kelly, whose real name is Robert
Sylvester Kelly, faces 14 counts of
child pornography in Chicago and
has pleaded innocent.

In March, prosecutors in Florida
dropped all 12 child pornography
charges against Kelly, 37, after a judge ruled that photos
allegedly showing the R&B singer having sex with an un-
derage girl were illegally seized.

Kelly’s new album, “Happy People/U Saved Me,” was
released Tuesday. His hits include “Ignition,” “Step in
the Name of Love” and the Grammy-winning “I Believe I

an

Jay-. Z 34, is the leading nominee for the 2004 MTV
Video Music Awards, with six nominations for his jarring
video for “99 Problems." which depicts his own murder
as a metaphor for his retirement from rapping. The
awards will be presented Sunday in Miami.

Kelly

McCready pleads innocent

Country singer Mindy McCready has pleaded innocent
to drug charges in Tennessee.

Lawyers for McCready, whose hits include “Guys Do It

All the Time,” entered the plea Mon-

day in Williamson County Court.

The 28-year-old singer wasn’t
} present and remains free on $10,000
bond.

McCready was arrested earlier
this month and charged with pre-
scription drug fraud after authorities
said she used a fake prescription to
obtain the pain medicine OxyContin.

Investigators say McCready pre-

] sented a fraudulent prescription at a
~ pharmacy on Feb. 12, paid for the
McCready drugs and then left.

Authorities say they later learned
that she wasn't a patient at the doctor’s office from which
the prescription purportedly originated.

Prince Charles faces discrimination charge

A woman who worked as a secretary for Prince
Charles has filed a complain
against him alleging sex dlscnmma—
tion and unfair dismissal.

Elaine Day worked as a personal
assistant during her five years in em-
ployment at Clarence House, Prince

harles’ London residence, before
she left earlier this year.

Paddy Harverson, communica-
tions secretary to the Prince of
Wales, said Tuesday that Day’s
claim was filed at Croydon Employ-
ment Tribunal.

“The former employee has filed a
complaint alleging unfair dismissal,
sex discrimination and victimization on the grounds of
sex,” he said. “We will be contesting the complaint vigor-
ously.”

Prince Charles

Hallmark fall for Duke, son

Oscar-winning actress Patty Duke and her son Macken-
zie Astin both have original movies premiering on the
Hallmark Channel.

Duke stars as a mother superior who helps an ex-nun
solve a 30-year-old homicide in “Murder Without Convic-
tion,” which will air in September, the cable channel said
Tuesday. Astin stars in “Love’s Enduring Promise,” the
sequel to “Love Comes Softly,” which premieres in No-
vember.

Astin, 31, stars as a railroad executive smitten with a
frontier schoolteacher.

Duke won a best supporting actress Oscar in 1963 for
her portrayal of Helen Keller in the film “The Miracle
Worker.” She won an Emmy Award in 1980 for her por-
trayal of Keller’s teacher, Annie Sullivan, in the
made-for-TV version of the movie.

The 57-year-old Duke also has won Emmys for My
Sweet Charlie” and “Captains and the King;

Stories and photos from The Associated Press.

Zach Braff on the set of his directorial debut “Garden State,” whi

is set in his home state of New Jersey and is loosely based

on personal experiences. Braff wrote the first draft of the movie while waiting to filming the first episodes of “Scrubs.”

'‘GARDEN STATFE

not just for

'scrubs

Sitcom actor Braff takes turn behind camera
for film set in his home state of New Jersey

BY BEN NUCKOLS
The Associated Press

SOUTH ORANGE, N.J. — The Baird Community Center
holds sentimental value for Zach Braff — it's where he saw
his first play, when his father performed in Neil Simon’s
“The Prisoner of Second Avenue.”

It’s also surrounded by a park that exemplifies the leafy,
idyllic beauty Braff finds so emblematic of the Garden State.
He finds nothing ironic in the nickname of his much-ma-
ligned native soil, which also is the name of the new film that
Braff stars in, wrote and directed.

Shot in and around his hometown, “Garden State” is an
auspicious dramatic debut for a 29-year-old filmmaker previ-
ously known as the star of the NBC sitcom “Scrubs.”

“Most people who come in and out of New Jersey go
through Newark International Airport,” Braff said. “And
they see the environment around there, and people make
jokes and it [creates a perception] that it's a gross place to
live. But anyone who goes south of Exit 14 lon the New Jer-
sey Turnpike] knows that it looks like this.”

1t's hard to argue with Braff after spending a day in South
Orange and neighboring Maplewood, where he would intro-
duce two free screenings of the movie. The communities are
close-knit, friendly and dotted with well-manicured parks.

“Garden State,” however, is hardly a valentine to Braff’s
hometown. He stars as Andrew Largeman, a struggling
actor who returns home for his mother’s funeral. In the four
days that “Large” spends at home, Braff explores the compli-
cated ways in which people in their 20s relate to the places
they grew up.

“I remember going to college, and a lot of my friends had
left town, and my mom had moved houses, and my memory
of home was completely gone,” Braff says, “but I was really
homesick, so that’s where I first had the feeling that I was
homesick for a place that didn’t even exist.”

The movie follows Large as he avoids his psychiatrist fa-
ther (Ian Holm), strikes up a friendship with a vivacious
young woman (Natalie Portman) who's constantly lying to
him, and hangs around with his old buddies, many of whom
are stuck in dead-end jobs.

There’s plenty of drinking, recreational drug use and gen-

eral suburban angst, including a chillingly matter-of-fact
conversation about which high school friends had commit-
ted suicide.

“That was my own experience, coming home and hearing
who had killed themselves and being upset by it,” Braff said.
“It’s just horrifying in a way, and I think it reallv shocked
me, so that’s why I'wrote about it.”

Braff is serious and studious throughout the interview, a
marked contrast from his goofy “Scrubs” persona. He rarely
cracks jokes or even smiles, in part because he was weary
after a month on the road promoting the movie. But it's also
because he takes filmmaking very seriously.

Braff is the rare sitcom star whose first love isn’t perform-
ing or making people laugh. Directing always was his goal.

After graduating from Northwestern University’s film
school in 1997, Braff moved to New York, but he was forced
to do grunt work on music videos and commercials to sup-
port himself.

He moved to Los Angeles, living in apartments much like
the one Large lives in at the beginning of the movie — undec-
orated, with hardly any furniture and a pile of scripts in the
corner of the bedroom. He worked in a few independent
films but wasn’t able to make a living until he landed
“Scrubs” in 2001.

But after quitting his job waiting tables, he found out it
would be four months before the “Scrubs” pilot was shot. He
spent the downtime writing the first draft of “Garden State.”

Although he had just gotten his big break, the script was in-
formed by the depression and frustration of life as a strug-
gling actor.

Large walks around in a haze, reacting to news of his moth-
er’s death by falling asleep. That's because his father has pre-
scribed him lithium along with a host of antidepressants. He
leaves the drugs in L.A., however, when he goes home for
the first time in nearly a decade.

This is where “Garden State” strays furthest from Braff’s
own experience — he’s not medicated and says he has a
great relationship with his parents, who have both divorced
and remarried. But he thinks it speaks to his generation.

“Every other person I meet is on some sort of medica-
tion,” Braff said. “Being a 20-something in 2004, it’s not hard
to find.”
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troubles melt away. And when
they're sour, you feel heaviness on
your shoulders. This is because you
care so much.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
There are many weird things that
occur. You'l either laugh, be puz-
zled or both, but one
thing is for sure: It's not a
boring day. The way
others react to events is
telling. When you spot a
true-blue friend, hold on
to this one,

LIBRA (Sept.
| 23-0ct. 23). Your
ambition wells up inside
you like a geyser ready to
blow. But enthusiasm
alone won't be enough to
propel you toward suc-
cess. You need an inven-
tive yet sensible plan to overthrow a
persistent obstacle. A Scorpio helps.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
You're the master at figuring out
workable ideas. While your col-
leagues may be stuck ruminating on
pie-in-the-sky ideas, your logical
approach will bring instant results.
Beware of anyone who delivers a
vague promise.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Someone i getting weary of
waiting for your decision. Tackle
tough issues; action speaks louder
than words. Social opportunities
abound. Talk about your dream,
whether or not you think anyone is
interested.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Productivity is the way to your
boss’ heart; stay late. Newcomers
want desperately to be a part of your
plan. Impressive credentials should
be double-checked. An evening at
home i cozy, romantic and econom-
ical.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Second- and third-hand information
could lead you dangerously wrong.
Be sure you're getting your data
from the source. You could be that
rare exception to the rule tonight, so
take a chance on the seemingly
impossible.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Your expertise is worth big bucks.

Consider writing a book or sharing
your knowledge through teaching or
public speaking. Your love life im-
proves when you take the time to
adhere to traditional courting rituals.

Creators Syndicate

Horoscope

The moon enters Aquarius early
this morming, a friendly transit proph-
esying a truly casual Friday. Chat-
ting and generally making
one another feel welcome
must happen before any
real business can take
place. Don't make the
mistake of thinking that
small talk is unimportant. It's
what makes people decide
whom they want on their
team.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(August 27). You're stron-
ger in many ways this year!
Because of this, you can
start building unstoppable
momentum toward your dream.
Don't stop until you've realized an
important milestone — as early as
Oct. 1! Romantic hopefuls could
finally win you over in January.
Income spikes to a high in Novem-
ber. Lucky love signs are Cancer or
Sagittarius.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You're in demand socially.
The-more-the-merrier rule will help
you get everyone in. Some pals
want your undivided attention and
will be jealous of any newcomers,
but don't go soft. Things you see
often will shine in a whole new light.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Its a day of second chances! You
can undo what was done long ago
with a phone call or letter. Attempts
to reconcile with a family member
are particularly successful. You'll win
biggest when you're risking rejec-
tion.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Your practical nature is at its best,
and your solutions are brilliant.
Though you've got more on your list
than you can possibly do in one day,
take time to relax and heal your
spirit, too. Your communication with
friends inspires you.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). If
you want to meet active people and
potential companions, engage in
sports for fun. Disorganized people
test your patience. Couples could
make a big purchase together. Be
careful with oral or writien agree-
ments.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You'l
be aware of how much other peo-
ple’'s moods and whims affect your
own. When a loved one smiles, your
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Across Down 27 Count

1 Eccentric 1 D\SDa(Chesv counterpart

4 React in horror slangily 28 Stead

8 Pull an allnighter 2 Lose gracefully? 29 Iritate

12 “A pox upon theel” 3 Letter opener 32 Re city

13 Met melody 4 Lead ore government

14 Roll call reply 5 Mountain ridge 33 Night watch

15 Intrepid 6 Family member 35 Emulate

17 Admitting 7 Easter-related a6 oheross

customers : :vmn presenters . Jadm”';ig”e'an g
; gent

18 g:;c\adb;neda\ winner ;? ;‘Sl 38 (P;g haywire, as a
Hare aps

;? gzx;‘oh%m 16 Tend a stubborn i: m‘z;;’z‘vee’?‘;‘n'b‘e

22 Intrepid squeak 43 Dazzle

26 Author Ephron gg gszznd‘we”y 44 Take care of

29 Forefront 24 Footnote abbr. 45 Pompous one

30 Biz deg. ‘ 2

08 25 Supermariat 46 Mainlander's
acetrack i memento

boundary 26 Plumbing 47 Apprehend

32 Blanc or Brooks oroblem 49 Inventor Whitney

33 Line of thought

34 Anger Answer to Previous Puzzle

35 Clinton blew it

36 Objects to

37 Intrepid

39 Humongous

40 Camnival venue

In the thick of
Goya's duchess
Intrepid

The Red and the
Black

Pub orders
Crossword clue, at
times

53 Unuttered “alas”
54 Maltese money
55 Conclusion

o|z|mlo|-|<|o|>

8-27 CRYPTOQUIP

T ZB KYKZIILS YHQU BS

XUQHTYWM NTUICUTQEG.

MRQ'M GQCTETKQIS Z

CITEN K R Q
Yesterday’s  Cryptoquip: DOCUMENTARY
DETAILING YESTERDAY'S EXCITING BOXING
MATCH: “A BOUT LAST NIGHT.”
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: | equals L

Y C XZMK.
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Hairdresser can’t keep eye off TV JUNISLE

Dear Abby: “Mr. Eugene”
has been my hairdresser for
nearly 20 years. We have seen
each other through divorces,
deaths, recovery from alcoholism
(me), and life struggles in gener-
al. Mr. Eugene used to be a great
hairdresser. The problem
began when he installed
alittle television set at
his station. He keeps it
on all the time and watch-
es it almost constantly.
He watches it while
cutting my hair, pausing
every so often to pay
closer attention to what’s
on TV.

The quality of my
haircuts has started to
decline, and along with it,
our client/hairdresser
relationship. I'm about
ready to change hairdressers
because I can't find the nerve to
reach over and turn the darn
thing off or tell him how annoy-
ing it is, and how much better a
hairdresser he is when he pays
full attention to what he’s doing.

Please print this so Mr. Eu-

Dear Abby

gene will read it and give his
clients the attention we deserve.
— Spineless in Lexington, Ky.

Dear Spineless: Mr. Eugene is
only a hairdresser. He is not a
mind reader. Since you haven't
voiced an objection to his cutting
and styling your hair with one
eye on the boob- tube,
how can he be expect-
ed to know you have a
problem with it? Try
this: Rather than criti-
cize him, tell him that
you would prefer that
he leave the TV set off
while working on you,
because you miss the
quality time you used
to spend together. You
might be surprised to
find that he takes it as
a compliment.

Dear Abby: 1 became en-
gaged last Christmas. I have
been planning my wedding with
the help of my mother and my
fiance’s mother. I love them
both, and they are helping to pay
for my big day.

My problem is that every time

I disagree with them, they call
me “Bridezilla.” I don’t think I'm
too demanding or hard to please.
1 just have ideas, tastes and
expectations that may be differ-
ent from my two mothers’.

This horrible stereotype is
ruining the planning. T become
devastated when they refer to
me in that way, and end up giv-
ing in so I don’t seem to be unrea-
sonable.

Please help me. I am ending
up with a wedding that isn’t what
T want. What should I do?

— Not Bridezilla in L.A.

Dear Not Bridezilla: It is
wrong of your mother and your
fiance’s mother to call you
‘names. However, since they are
helpxng to fund the wedding, you
can't blame them for wanting a
meaningful voice in the plan-
ning. If you feel your dream
wedding has been hijacked, then
you should politely draw the line
and finance it yourself.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number - should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
£o5 Angeles CA 50065. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Do best to deal with distant mom

Dear Annie: 1am
married to “Bob,” a won-
derful man, and we have
an incredible 3-year-old
son. The only problems
we ever have are about
family.

My mother and I never
have been close.

unity we live in
believes she is an angel of
mercy, since she donates
her time and money to
various charitable causes.
Yet she ignores her own
grandchild and treats Bob and me
as if we were strangers.

Annie, I know I cannot change
‘my mother, but I'm not sure how
to deal with her. Should I continue
to bring our son to family gather-
ings, even if it leads to squabbles
with family members?

— Hilda in Plattsburgh, N.Y.

Dear Hilda: You're smart to
realize you cannot change your
mother, but that doesn’t mean
your son should be kept away.
Continue to visit, but remember
that the best way to avoid family

Annie’s Mailbox

short, and maintain
your equilibrium. Your
son will take his cues
from you.

Dear Annie: vy
dear friend “Ginny”
recently was married
for the second time.
Upon learning of her
engagement, I offered
to make the wedding
dress as my gift to her. I
also made a dress for
the groom’s mother, for
which I was well-paid.

While Ginny and I were shop-
ping for material, she bought a
pattern and material for her
daughter’s gown, too. I neglected
to mention any charge for sewing
the second dress. I tried to bring
up the subject in the following
months, but was interrupted by
others and felt this was a private
matter between Ginny and me.

On the day of the wedding, I
delivered the dresses and helped
set up tables and chairs for the
ceremony. I saw Ginny pay the

isto from
the argument. Accept your moth-
er as she is, keep those visits

florist, and decjay,
but not me. My husband says T
should have asked for payment

when she had her checkbook out,
but T thought that would be tacky.
ave receipts for some smal
items I needed to finish the dress,
and Ginny already promised to
reimburse me for those. When I
mail her the receipts, should T
include an invoice for her daugh-
ter’s dress? Or, do I chalk it up to
a lesson learned?
— Southern Seamstress
Dear Seamstress: If you value
the friendship, don’t spring a
surprise on Ginny by mailing an
unexpected bill. She should have
offered to pay for her daughter’s
dress, but you had many opportu-
nities to speak up and didn’t.
Pick up the phone and say:
“Ginny, dear, when I mail the
receipts for the additional bead-
ing, should I also send the in-
voice for your daughter’s dress?”
Her response will tell you if
you'd be better off considering
this an expensive lesson.
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
‘e-mail your questions to annies-
mailbox@comcast.net, or write to:
Annie’s Mailbox, /o Creators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045.
reators Syndicate
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Dennis the Menace

©Gary Larson

SMissus WiLson sms 4} W/CELESS
TTHINK THAT MEANS TM BROKI

The Far Side

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

Unscramble these four Jumbles,

one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

GOUBS

2004 Tribune Media
‘Al Righis Reserve.

TOMIF

ervices, inc

L0

ZEFRYN

X |

i jumble-com

WHAT THE
JOCKEY ENJOYED:

Now arrange the circled letters to

RAUBUE
form the surprise answer, as

[ X ] ‘ | by the above cartoon

Going out for the evening, Tarzan and Jane
forget to tie up the doa.

r vV VY YV
Answer here: AND
NA A AN ; A\

nswers tomoncw
Jumbles: BUMPY  CREEL JERSEY COUGAR

Answer:  When the ring sold for a premium price, the
jeweler said it was a — "GEM" OF A SALE

Yesterday's

Family Circus

©2004 8l Keane, nc.
Gty King Foatures Syna
wvefamilycircus.com

“| bet the Swiss won some archery
medals when William Tell was alive.

»
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Raiders’ Woodson says he’ll be in camp next week

The Associated Press

NAPA, Calif. — Charles Woodson con-
firmed Wednesday night he would end his
holdout and be in camp with the Oakland
Raiders next week.

The four-time Pro
Bowl cornerback an-
nounced his intentions in
an e-mail to The Associat-
ed Press.
The Raiders placed
the franchise tag on Woodson in February.

With the franchise designation, he would
make close to $8.8 million this season, but
‘Woodson hasn’t signed the Raiders’ tender
— which he must do before negotiating an-
other deal.

Woodson, who's entering his seventh pro
season, is seeking a big-money, long-term
contract and reportedly wants to be the
highest paid cornerback in the NFL.

Earlier Wednesday, Raiders coach Norv
Turner said he expected Woodson to be in
camp next week.

Turner said he doubted Woodson would
be prepared for the season opener Sept. 12
at Pittsburgh if he waited until after the
final exhibition game to join the team.

Even if he reports Monday, it's unclear
whether Woodson will play in the Raiders’

All-Pro
lineback-
er Julian
Peterson
signed a
$6.073

the
49ers’
franchise
player.
P

final exhibition game Thursday at home
against St. Louis.

“I'd hate to answer that either way,”
‘Turner said Wednesday “We’d have to see
where he’s at.

A call to Woodson’s agent, Carl Poston,
wasn't returned Wednesday.

Giants QB Warner to start vs. Jets
ALBANY, N.Y. — Quarterback Kurt

Warner will start for the New York Giants
on Friday, but coach Tom Coughlin de-
clined to say whether Warner or rookie Eli
Manning will start the regular-season open-

er.

Coughlin announced Wednesday that
Manning, the No. 1 pick in the draft, will
get the same amount of snaps with the
first-team offense against the New York
Jets on Friday.

Coughlin said he’ll select a starter for the
opener at Philadelphia “at the right time.”

LB Peterson ends holdout,
signs one-year deal with 49ers

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — All-Pro line-
backer Julian Peterson ended his holdout
‘Wednesday and signed a one-year contract
with the San Francisco 49ers.

Peterson, designated by the team in Feb-
ruary as its franchise player, missed the
first 28 days of training camp.

Peterson signed a $6.073 million offer
tendered to him by the team to play this
season. That figure represents the average
of the NFL’s five highest-paid players at
his position.

Peterson and his agents had been look-
ing for a deal that would make him one of
the NFL’s highest-paid defenders.

India-hound Williams contacts Dolphins

MIAMI — Retired running back Ricky
Williams says he contacted the Miami Dol-
phins this week at the request of his agent
but has no plans to rejoin the team any
time soon.

Williams didn’t rule out a return but
made it clear that given his contract and
the state of the coaching staff, “It’s not in
my best interests to play football right
now,” he told the Miami Herald in a story
published Wednesday night on the newpa-
per’s Web site.

Williams has acknowledged testing posi-
tive for marijuana three times, which
means he likely wouldn’t be allowed to
play this season, even if he decided to
come out of retirement.

Williams is in Australia and said he
plans to travel to India soon for a “couple
of months.” He said he contacted the Dol-
phins after they sent him a letter last week
seeking repayment of $8.6 million by Mon-
day

y.

“I didn’t call them to see if I could come
back. I was just causing a conversation to
happen,” Williams said. “They sent me the
letter and [my agent] told me it's in my
best interests to call them.”

Texas advances
to U.S.

title game

Make it brighter. Learn more about the issues that

personal finance * military pay benefits
educational opportunities and more

STARSK#STRIPES.

Your Hometown Newspaper

Your future is l;right.

matter most by reading Stars and Stripes everyday.

BY DAN GELSTON
The Associated Press

SOUTH WILLIAMSPORT, Pa.
— Texas is two steps away from a
world championship.

Chance Murski hit a grand
slam and Randal Grichuk hit a
three-run homer to lead Rich-
mond, Texas, to the United States
final with an 8-2 victory over Mor-
ganton, N.C., on Wednesday night
in the Little League World Series.

Texas plays the winner of the
Thousand Oaks, Calif., vs. Pre-
ston, Md., game on Saturday for
the championship. The world
championship is Sunday.

“I'm just about as excited as
you can get. I'm just emotionally
drained,” Texas manager Jim
Michalek said.

In the second inning, Tyler
Ford doubled, and Matt Daniels
and Dustin Moehlig hit consecu-
tive singles to load the bases for
Murski. Murski, hitting only .167
in the series, crushed one to left
field off Dykota Spiess (0-1) for a
4-0 lea

“T hung in there and got that
pitch,” said Murski, who went
1-for-3. “I feel pretty good, but
the rest of the at-bats I didn’t do
that well.”

It didn’t matter.

Grichuk, back for his second
consecutive Little League World
Series, added a three-run homer
in the fourth to make it 7-0. It was
his fourth homer of the series and
sixth in two years. Grichuk is one
shy of tying the career home run
record shared by two players, one
of whom is Pittsburgh Pirates
manager Lloyd McClendon

1).

Daniel Homann (2-0) earned
his second victory of the series, al-
lowing four hits and striking out
eight.

Spiess and Eli Watson had

Little League WS

RBIs in the sixth inning for North
Carolina.

“Our hitting wasn’t there,”
North Carolina manager Alan
Lail said. “They're 12-year-olds
and sometimes they don’t bring
their entire game with them.”

Last year, Saugus, Mass,
scored four runs in the bottom of
the seventh inning to eliminate
Texas in the U.S. semifinals. This
year, Texas is looking for more.

“We're one of the top four Little
League teams in the whole
world,” Daniels said, smiling. “If
you stop and think about it, it's
pretty amazing.”

In Wednesday’s other game:

Curacao 9, Taiwan 8 (7):
Jonathan  Schoop had the
game-tying hit in the sixth and the
winning hit in the seventh to lead
Willem Willemstad, ~Curacao,
Netherlands Antilles into the inter-
national championship game.

Curacao will play the winner of
the Corundu, Panama, vs. Nuevo
Leon, Mexico, game on Saturday
in the championship.

Curacao tied the game with an
improbable four-run sixth, send-
ing it into extra innings before
knocking out Taiwan, whose
teams won 17 Little League
World Series titles between 1969
and 1996.

In the seventh, Rigynoel Rondei
singled and advanced to second
base on a sacrifice off Taiwan re-
liever Hsu Chi-Hung. Willie Rifae-
la hit a grounder to short that
Chen Hung-Ta bobbled for an
error and Quincey van Blarcum
followed with a blooper to Chen
Hung that he again misplayed.

That loaded the bases for
Schoop, who singled through the
hole into left.
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AFN schedule

(Ql times _central Eurgpea

Adantc; PAG: AR paciflc/ko
elayed Listings are latest
b Fom RS and Subject o change
without notice.)

Television

iseball—Minnesota at Texas, 9 a.m. Fri-

day i, SPT Chicage White Sox at Cleve-
o, SPT; Minnesota at

o Timed o nrogrest ot 11 pres Ssas

day,
Vltle League World Series: U, Champion-
ship game, 39 a.m. Sunday (did) S
i—Buick Championship, final round, 7
-y SPT.
h Series F

totor racing— 00,
9am. Salurdav(d\d7,SPT Nt s Sharp:
ie 500, 1 a.m. Sunday

Qutioors—ark Sosina Szlt Water Jour-
nal, 73uam . Saturday (0l o

Pro b scasen: msburgn
athIade\pma.Zam Friday, SPT; Wasl

St. Louis, 2 a.m. Saturday, SPT.
: Telecasts listed as “live”

lympics (Note:
2 mysinnet frequently are live fecds o
NBC's* tape-del of events

Mheh ConSTosedt eanier o) Torerio
local TV outlets for real-time coverage):

1p.m. Friday, Alugzr(sm Women's bas-
emifinal;
m. Friday,

al umpmglma\ Canoé
Track and field:

cing:
men's pole vaur final, men's 100m  hurdles
final, women’s long jur
elin fin

p final, worm
ah women's 4xtbom rélay inal:
competition; Synchro-
ming: team final.
25 am Satunday, Aug 28 Mer's volly.
bali: semifinal; Cycling: women's mountain
biking; Wrestling: freesiy\e ‘competition.

3 pan Saturday, u% (SPT) - Women's
basketball gold medal game (Ive)

lay, Aug. 28 (SPT) - Boxing: fi-
ey Mered ocesr 6010 medal match.

final; women's i h {nal,
Women's. Lsoom- fin me Ap

o
anoe-

o Mo
eestyle finals; C

.m. Sunday, Aug. 29 - Cycling: men's
mountain biking.

Radio

(Litings are feeds from AFN i California.
Some mignt not air

all— San Francisco at Forida, 1 am.
Friday: San Francisco at Adlanta, 2 & Sun:

ay
College football-Southern Cal vs,Virginia
Tech, 1:30 a.m. Satu;

mpics—Nien's ur wor

men's basketball,

semifinal game, 9 a.m. Friday; women's bas
ketball, bronze' menal game, '12:50 p.m. Sat-
urday: 'womer ol chamvlonsmr

e, 3:05 pu s basketball
ronze-met

p.m. Saturda
AFVEUrOpe can be reached at
civiliar (*49)

Gerr
o st 86 444, AFNALantie's e site
u

al
cnmmem I (909 4132315, its Web site is

Major League Soccer
EASTERN

WL F GA
Metrostars 8 36 36
Columbus 5930 2 23
.C. United 8 313
Chicago 98232 »
New England ] 30 3

WESTERN

. L F GA
Kansas City 107 3123
Los Angeles 683 3% 3
olora 7 2 21
San Jose 7 3% 28
Dallas. 31

§8 %%
o NOTE Three points for victory, one point

ANK MCNAMARA

urday's games
D.C. Urited 3t ew Engion
Chicago at Dallas

unday's game
Columbus at MetroStars

day, Sept. 1
Kansas ity ot Cheagy 0

Pro football

NFL preseason

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
W L T Pct PEPA
Miami 110 .50 16 2
N.Y, Jets 110 500 4 30
ffalo 110 500 31 2
New England 110 500 27 37
South
Tennessee. 20 01000 40 18
Indianapolis 11050 28 48
110 500 21 38
Jacksonville 110 50 19 2
North
Cleveland 110 .50 20 34
Cincinnati 110 50037 23
Baltimore 110 500 41 %
Pittsburgh 110 550 59 30
West
Kansas City 110 50 48 41
Oakland 110 500 53 51
San Diego 110500 55 34
Denver 170 33 42 39
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
W L T Pct PFPA
Washington 2 10 867 57 40
I 11050 21 38
N.Y. Glants 110 500 54 51
Philadelphia 110 50 32 4l
South
Carolina 2 0 01000 50 40
Atlanta, 110 50 27 48
New Orleans 110 50 37 32
‘Tampa Bay 110 500 26 20
North
Chicago 20 01000 33 23
Green Bay 110750 22 35
Minnesota 110 500 47 3
Detroit 110 50 37 38
West
Seattle. 110 50 24 2
Arizona 020 000 19 61
ganFrancisco 020 000 43 53
020 000 17 37
Thursday's game
pittsburgh at Phladelohia
Soatiio at San Dicgo
rday's games
Buﬂa\uatmmanapuhs
Miami at ram
Oakiand at Arg zuna
londay, Aug. 30

Tennessee at bajae
Chicago at Cleveland

BMW Open

NORD EICHENRIED: Germany —
scores Thursday In tre $2. mil onEumDean

GA BMW International Open at the par-72,
6957 yard Golfelub Wanich Nora- icnenreid

First Round
Retief Gaosen

David Lyhin, Eng
Colin Montg omene Scotiand

Joakim Haeqgman, Sweden

Jeam Francols [ucatin, France

Patrik Sjoland, Sw

Jamie Spence, England

Henrik Stenson, Syeden X
iotables

paul McGinley, \re\and

o Westwood, England
Darren Clarke, N-Ireland
Padriag Harrmgmn. ireland
David Howell, Engl

an oulter, England

Nick Faldo, England

Youth baseball

Little League World Series
At South
Y\‘.‘ﬂ‘“"’g.a‘ﬂ'..m

Fabao, Curucal § ShourFin, Taiwan 8, 7
in

Unite
mchmond,fexas Morganmn NC.2
Thursd:

ri
Rain Day, no game s sche?u\eu
International champlonsnlv

Pabao, - Curucao
ma-Nuevo Leon winne or”

orundu,  Pana-

chmond, Texe Ve,
cateren, Mo
World chamy

Tofkand Oaks,
iship

i
Place
International runner-up Vﬁl U.S. runner-up
International Champion . Us. champion

Wednesday's transactions

i
son and. Mar

AUTO RAC
NASCAR—Fined Pat Tn

the Eastern League, Frederick of the Carol
{\_a teag e Beiniarea ofthe South Atan-
ic Le:

(LAND = ATHLETICS—Agreed a
two %/car extension on a Dﬂycr L‘VL‘IOD'
ment qreemenl with Kane County of the
Midwest League.

ional League
CKII—Des\gr\a!ed INF-OF
\ nment. Purchased the
Francis frum Colorado

RS _Placed LHP Chris
L. Called up RHP
BB oo |nmanapons ofthe IL.

NEW YORK METS—Signed OF Brian Buchan-
an. Designated OF preftice Redman for
igoment; ptioned RHP Heath el to Nor-
ol

fgned € Joel
Przybilla,

N ANTONIO SPURS—Signed F Linton
Johnson Il

tonfCSTBALL
Footb:

ARIZONA CARDINALS Clarneg b Joe T:

oya off waivers from Chicago. Claimed WR

Derek McCoy and L8 Justin Smith off waiv-
13 from st Lou
‘ATLANTA FALCONS—Fired Aaron salkin, i-

rector o footbal communications.
ned LB Michael Young

N BAY PACKERS—S\Ened DE Kenny
Holmes. Walved b Nathan ¢
LPHINS—Walved 6T ban Good-

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS—Waived TE

Andy Mignery.
‘W YORK GIANTS-Signed OL Solomon
Page. Placed CB Ray Green on injured re-

FRANCISCO 49ERS—Signed LB Julian
petersonts s oneyear cantiaes

National Hockey League
FLORIDA_PANTHERS—Signed  C Vaclay
Nedorost and G_Patrick DesRochers to
ear contracts.
L ﬁ YORK RANGERS—Signed D Jason Mar-

CONNECTICUT—Amounced the resigna-
tion of Clyde Vaughan, men's assistant bas-

etball coach
EAST CAROLINA—Announced junior men's
basketballF David Bell transferred from La
WISCONSIN-GREEN BAY—Re-signed Tod
Kowalczyk, men's basketball coach to a
four-year contra

2

YOou NO HAvE
CAMERA? OK.

LET ME SEE CELL PHOKE.
Cel NOT TAKE
PICTURES, YES? OK.

SECURITY
SEEMS FOCUSED
ON PROTECTING
NEC'S EXCLUSIVITY.

WELL, THEY PAID
4743 MILLION
FOR THE RIGHTS.

AP

Joakim Haeggman gets a ground-level view of his putting line Thursday
during the first round of the BMW Open. The Swede shot 3-under 69.

Goosen leads BMW Open

The Associated Press

NORD EICHENRIED, Germa-
ny — Two-time U.S. Open cham-
pion  Retief Goosen  shot
6-under-par 66 Thursday to grab
the first-round lead in the BMW
Open, and Colin Montgomerie
boosted his Ryder Cup chances
by ﬁmshmg a stroke back on
Thurs

n a cold ramy day that kept
scores high, African
made eight blrdles and two bo-
geys in the $2.2 million event in
which European players have
their last chance to qualify for the
Ryder Cup.

Four spots are open on the
12-man squad. Also undecided
are Bernhard Langer’s two cap-
tain’s picks.

Goosen played his first round
of golf since injuring his leg dur-
ing a jet ski accident after the Brit-
ish Open five weeks ago. He
made five birdies and a bogey in
his final seven holes.

“It still hurts a little when I
walk,” Goosen said. “I'm really
surprised at the way I hit the bail
today, really solld I thought it
would be worse.”

[ontgomerie shared second at
67 with Australia’s Peter O'Malr
ley, England’s David Lynn
John Daly, who finished 58th lasx

Sports briefs

troit Pistons center Ben Wallace
had an emergency appendectomy
and was recovering Thursday.
Wallace underwent surgery
Wednesday night for acute appen-
dicitis at VCU Medical Center in
Richmond, Va. Team doctor Ben
Paolucci said Wallace is doing
well and is expected to be dis-
charged Friday or Saturday.

Mlaml 's controversial recrult
out with knee injury

CORAL GABLES, Fl.a —
Miami freshman linebacker Will-
ie Williams will be sidelined at
least two months after having sur-
gery Wednesday to repair a torn
Tigament in his right knee.

Williams, widely considered
the nation’s top prep defensive
player last year, wasn’t going to
be allowed to play for at least the
first month of the season while he
“proves himself academically.”

Williams has been under in-
tense scrutiny since he signed
with Miami in February and it
was revealed that he had an exten-
sive criminal record. The school
said he must follow a strict set of
rules lD remain a student and

week in the NEC

keep hi:

Montgomerie had been strug-
gling with his putting, but on
Thursday the Scotsman’s steady
play on and around the greens
helped him save pars and post a
bogey-free round.

“It was quite difficult out there,
the wind is swirling and it is
heavy conditions,” Montgomerie
said. “I always pride myself on
the fact that I don’t make bogeys.”

Daly made six birdies and one
bogey on a windy day, saying the
course was much tougher than in
2001, when he won with a record
27-under-par 261.

“That was one of my better
rounds this year,” the two-time
major winner said.

Spain’s Miguel Angel Jimenez,
Germany’s Alex Cejka, France's
Raphael Jacquelin, Sweden’s
Michael Jonzon and England’s
Luke Donald were two strokes
back at 68.

Jimenez is one of six players
who has cinched a berth on the
European Ryder Cup team.
Cejka, Donald and Montgomerie
are leading candidates for
Langer’s captain’s picks.

Ben Wallace recovering
from emergency appendectomy
AUBURN HILLS, Mich. — De-

Canada beats U.S. in tuneup
for World Cup of Hockey

OTTAWA — Vincent Lecava-
lier, Joe Sakic and Brad Richards
scored in the second period to
lead Canada to a 3-1 victory over
the United States in a World Cup
of Hockey exhibition game
Wednesday night.

The Canadians avenged a 3
loss to the Americans on Monda
night in Columbus, Ohio, exhlbll»
ing more energy and physical
play on Wednesday.

Chris Drury scored in the third
period for the U.S., which outshot
Canada 27-21, mcludmg 15-6 in
the third penod with the home
team protecting a lead.

Canada begins tournament
play Tuesday night in Montreal
against the United States.

U.S. goaltender Robert Esche
was sharp in a scoreless first peri-
od before giving way to Ty Con-
klin, who gave up three goals in
lhe second period.

“We just made some mistakes,
turnovers, that you make in e
bition games,” U.S. defenseman
Brian Leetch said. “Halfway
through the game we’d allowed
only 12 shots but half of them
were 2-on-1s.”
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Martin takes good with bad

Financial reward balances changes for
23-year veteran of NASCAR’s top series

BY LARRY LAGE
The Associated Press

BROOKLYN, Michigan

ark Martin’s eyes

came alive and a

wide grin appeared

on his face when he

pondered the changes he’s seen

since he ran NASCAR'’s champi-

onship series for the first time in
1981.

One moment, the 45-year-old
driver longed for the good old
days when he could show up at
the track, work on his car, race
and leave.

Then he groaned about the obli-
gations he now has — to the
media, fans, sponsors and a gruel-
ing schedule — because NASCAR
has burst beyond its southern
roots and become a big-time
sport across the United States.

But before Martin sounded like
he was complaining, he acknowl-
edged that the drawbacks are bal-
anced by riches.

Martin  has made enough
money — about $37 million in ca-
reer earnings — to live in an air-
community in Daytona
Beach, Florida, where his air-
plane is parked just a short golf
cart trip away. He can fly the
plane himself or have his pilot
whisk him away to a race or spon-
sor function at any time

“I've been fonunate to be a
part of racing during what I call
the simple times and also at the
tail end of the huge economic
growth of the sport,” said Martin,
leaning against a trailer before
his first of two races last weekend
at Michigan International Speed-
way. “That’s why I ride the fence
on what I think about the many
changes.

“During the simple times, we
weren’t making as much money,
but there wasn’t as much of a de-
mand on our time. But if my
whole career was like that, I
wouldn’t have retired with very
much.”

Martin, whose 533 consecutive
starts trail only two active driv-
ers, is proud to say he’s not stick-
ing around just to pick up lucra-
tive checks with lackluster perfor-
mances.

He finished second last week at
MIS, Martin’s third top-three fin-
ish this month. He’s one of 11 driv-
ers with a victory this year, and
he has five top-fives and 10
top-10s in 23 races.

After a strong showing in 2002
— his fourth series runner-up fin-
ish — he slipped last year with no
wins and just five top-fives in 36
starts.

“I'had a bad year in 2003, and I
was afraid it would look like I was
just hanging around,” Martin
said. “I didn’t get much sleep for
along, long time. It is very impor-
tant to me to be at least atop 10
contender, all the time.

Martin is 12th among NASCAR
point leaders this year with 2,759,
just behind Jeremy Mayfield
(2,786), Kasey Kahne (2,792) and
Bobby Labonte (2,799).

For the first time, NASCAR
will have a championship playoff,
with the top 10 drivers in the
standings competing over the last
10 events for the title. The field
will be set after the race on Sept.
11 in Richmond, leaving drivers
just three races to secure a spot.

So what does Martin think of
the major change?

“As a competitor, I don’t like
it,” he said. “It will be a winner in
the TV ratings and with fan inter-

est because there’s going to be
some new drama and excitement,
bul 1 personally liked it the way it

TV ratings aren’t a major con-
cern of mine, but they are for
NASCAR. When I'm a fan, it
might be different, but I’m not
done being a competitor.”

Martin, who is under contract
for 2005, insisted he does not
have a retirement plan.

“He's a compulsive competi-
tor,” said Geoff Smith, president
of Roush Racing, which has had
Martin on its team for 16 years.

Jeff Burton, a former Roush
teammate, said obsessive is the
best description.

“I don't care if it's racing or
weightlifting, he’s obsessed with
being the best,” Burton said.

After Martin’s first race 23
years ago, he struggled to find a
home in NASCAR’s top stock car
series, racing only sporadically
and failing to establish himself in
the sport until he was hired in
1988 by Jack Roush.

He is now a mainstay.

His 34 victories trail just three
active drivers, and he ranks 17th
in NASCAR history. He ended a
72-race winless streak this sum-
mer at Dover.

Martin’s 12-year-old son, Matt,
is following his father’s career
path. Racing an F-150 truck, the
boy led every lap in a FastKids
race last weekend.

“I don’t get to see him race
much, and that’s another down-
side to my schedule,” Martin said.
“T don't care what he does. I just
want him to be the best at whatev-
er he does, whether he goes to col-
lege or goes into racing.

“T only want him to keep racing
if he’s enjoying it because that’s
what I plan to do, too.”

AP
NASCAR has changed in many ways since Mark Martin began racing in
its top series in 1981. Though he sometimes bemoans the series’
growth from its southern roots to nationwide popularity, he has been
compensated with about $37 million in career earnings — and he’s got
a shot at chasing a series championship this season to boot.
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Last race: Greg Biffle led a
race-high 73 of 200 laps and easily
won the GFS Marketplace 400 at
Michigan International Speedway.
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Touching ’em all

Anaheim’s DaVanon homers in seventh to complete
club’s first cycle since 1991 and majors’ sixth of year

The Associated Press

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Jeff Da-
Vanon walked to the plate in the
seventh inning, fully aware that
he was a home run away from his-
tory.
“T'd be lying if T said I didn’t
know,” the Anaheim Angels out-
fielder said.

DaVanon sent a pitch from
Scott Sullivan over the right-field
wall, becoming the first Angels
player in 13 years to hit for the
cycle in a 21-6 victory over the
Kansas City Royals on Wednes-
day night.

DaVanon hit a two-run double
in the third inning against Mike
‘Wood (2-6), a triple in the fourth,
an RBI single in the fifth and a
leadoff homer in the seventh to be-
come the fourth player in club his-
tory to hit for the cycle.

“This is a very special night,”
said DaVanon, who kept the line-
up card that was taped to the dug-
out wall. “This was definitely one
thing I've tried to achieve in my
career. I know that was very hard
to do. T had one in A-ball, but it
doesn't really count, I guess.”

It was the first by an Angels
player since Dave Winfield at
Kansas City on June 24, 1991. Jim
Fregosi did it twice and Dan Ford
also accomplished the feat.

“(Teammate) Robb Quinlan
told me, ‘You've got to go for it, ”
DaVanon said. “So I swung as
hard as I could and it worked out.
It's kind of like a no-hitter, so
other than that, nobody really
said anything.”

DaVanon, who drove in four
runs, is the sixth player to hit for
the cycle this season, joining Mil-
waukee’s Chad Moeller, Pitts-
burgh’s Daryle Ward, Philadel-
phia’s David Bell, the New York
Mets’ Eric Valent and Texas’
Mark Teixeira.

DaVanon wasn't the Angels’
only offensive star. Jose Molina
hit his first career grand slam,
and Garret Anderson had five
RBIs and three hits, including a
three-run homer. Darin Erstad
and Vladimir Guerrero had three
hits each, and Erstad scored four

runs.

In other AL games Wednesday:

Red Sox 11, Blue Jays 5:
David Ortiz homered twice and
drove in four runs in support of
Curt Schilling (16-6). Manny
Ramirez hit his AL-leading 34th
homer and Orlando Cabrera also
went deep as the visiting Red Sox
cut the New York Yankees’ AL
East lead to 5%2 games.

Schilling and Oakland’s Mark
Mulder (17-4) are the only AL
pitchers with 16 or more victo-
ries. Schilling allowed one run
and seven hits in 6'/3 innings with
nine strikeouts.

Indians 4, Yankees 3: Coco
Crisp dove head first for a
go-ahead bunt single in the eighth
that helped end the host Indians’
nine-game losing streak.

Cleveland trailed 3-2 when
Tom Gordon (6-4) walked Ben
Broussard and Casey Blake to

AL foumang

start the eighth. Jody Gerut sacri-
ficed both runners over and Ron-
nie Belliard’s sacrifice fly tied it.
Crisp then laid down a drag bunt
past Gordon, diving head firs
barely beat second baseman En-
rique Wilson’s throw.

Athletics 3, Orioles 0: Marco
Scutaro hit a three-run homer off
B.J. Ryan (3-4) with two outs in
the bottom of the ninth, sending
the A’s to their third straight win
and handing Baltimore its sea-
son-high ninth loss in a row.

Army & Air Force Exchange Service

a—
o —

Tigers 5, White Sox 4: Marcus
Thames drove in three runs, Nate
Robertson (11-7) allowed one run
and eight hits in eight innings and
the host Tigers sent Chicago to its
sixth loss in seven games.

‘'wins 8, Rangers 5: Minneso-
ta’s No. 9 hltter Luis Rivas, had a
double and triple off Ryan Drese
(11-7), then homered against Car-
los Almanzar in the eighth.

Devil Rays 6, Mariners 5:
Aubrey Huff drove in the
go-ahead run with an RBI ground-
out in the ninth and visiting
Tampa Bay completed its first se-
ries sweep of the Mariners.

Seattle (46-79) fell a season-low
33 games under .500 and was
swept for the 10th time.

EXNCHANGE NEW CAR SALES

SUMMER
SALES DRIVE

= 5.7L V8 HEMI“engine - AM/FM cassete/CD player
« 60/40 Split-folding rear seats - Siateside or Overseas delivery

*When you finance your vehicle purchase through DaimlerChrysler Financial. Additional cash back offers available on other select ‘04 and '05 models
when you finance your new vehicle through DaimlerChrysler Financial.

- — :

@ ey carsales

“Qualfed buyers only. Financinga veicl purchase i to responsiity o the customer an crei nformaton i tis ad s oly an oxample, Sinco thero . wid varity o naning avalabl o you

shop around for the rates

Ailustr

v marfacure ant e v o regulatins o ay fedordl,sa o 068 Govemenent sgonc. Vaiclos shewh e fo Musduon ony.

exclusively from Exchange New Car Sales

A squirrel darts
past the Cleveland
Indians dugout as
manager Eric
Wedge watches
Wednesday night’s
game against the
New York Yankees.
The squirrel ran
onto the field in the
third inning and
stayed the rest of
the evening,
causing several
delays as it dashed
around the field,
entertaining a
Jacobs Field crowd
of 30,605. “It was
the Rally Squirrel.
He was our secret
weapon,” Cleveland
outfielder Coco
Crisp said after the
dians scored
tw e in the eighth
inning to win 4-3 to
end a nine-game
losing streak.

AP

$1500 cash back’ on the
2005 Chrysler 300C Sedan

WINW.ENCS.COM

Visit your nearest Exchange New Car Sales for more details.

CHRYSLER Jeep Dodge

Authorized Independent Distributor To The U.S.
Armed Forces For DaimierChrysler Corporation

of our knowedge correct s of thdateof ublcatin. They ar subject o changes made by
d may contain optional equipment at additional cost. All programs

and guarantos aro subjct o trms and conditions for details

to sell and For, Geneal Motors, Honda and
by AAPES, NEXGOM, the DD components, of the Federal Government and is not sponsared by them. (11

- Ford an Genera Motors aro authorized conractors of AAFES and NEXCOM.
imply endorsement
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[ Major League Baseb

scoreboard

American League

B
New York =
Boston s
Tampa Bay 19%
Baltimore 0
2%
Minnesota -
Cleveland 8
Chicago 9
Detroit 1
Kansas City %
Oakland -
Anaheim %
Tex 2%
Seattie 79 368 26%
Wednesday's games
Boston 11, Toronto 5
Cleveland 4, Not: s 3

Yankees
Detroit 5, CHicago White Sox 4
Minnesota 8, Tex:

Yoo 6, Seatie s
Anaheim 21, Kansas City 6
Oakland 3, Baltmor

wrsday's games
Baltimore at Oakiand
Detroi at Bos

Yankee:

cmcago e Sox ot Greveland
Minnesota at Texa:
Kansas cityat seattle

Detroit (arcih 5 Boston owe
NZYZ Yankees (Loaiza 9-7) at Toronto (LMill-

hicago White Sox (Garcia 10-10) at Cleve-
Iafd (Sabath 5.8
Baitimore (Betard 5.9 at Texas (Erickson

“Kansas City (Greinke 69) at Seattle
(Meche 45)
Minnesota (Radke 9-6) at Anaheim (Sele

Tamna Bay (Hendrickson 8-12) at Oakland
(Redman 9-10)
irday’s games

Chicago wiite Sox at Cleveland
Baltimore at Tex:
Tampa Bay af Oskiand

s games
N.Y. Yankees at
Shicags Wiks Sox s eveland
Detroit at Boston
Baltimore at Texas

Yaa Bay at Gakiand

Wednesday
Red Sox 11, Blue Jays 5

BOSTON TORONTO

abrhbi abrhbi
Damon cf 5120 Jhnson cf 5110
DRbrts rf 61200Hudsn2b 5110
MRmrz If 2312 Riosrf 5131
Kapler rf 2000 CDIgdo 1b 4110
DOrtizdh 4234 Mnchnodh 4011
Mueller3b 3 2 1 0 Hinske 3b 3100
OCberass 4123 Zaunc 1032
Mntkw 1b 2010 Gross If 3000
Millar 1b 3100 Berglf 1011
Mrbelli ¢ 5031 Gomez ss. 4010
Bllhom2b 5021
Totals 41111711 Total 385125
Boston 003 510 41 -l;

oronto
DP—Boston 1, Toronto 1. LOB—Boston 10,

s (22).
Bom2 %, 8 Ocabrera @. sr-ocamems

0
Shifhowaes  e4 7 11 0 9
Adams. 5 4 4 41 2
MMyers 0010000
Mendoza 5000 0 1
ronto
Towers L9-5 Fh 95 502
Douglass 2401133
1744421
Ligtenberg 21110
Frederick 2 000 0

VMyers pitched 10 1 batter in the 8ttt
WP—Schilling,” Adams. T-3:02. A—-22479
(50,598).

Indians 4, Yankees 3
NEW YORK CLEVELAND

abrhbi abrhbi
BWimscf 5121 Lawtonlf 5110
Jeterss 4010 Vizquelss 4011
Shifieldrf 2000 Hafnerdh 3011
ARdrgz3b 4000 VMrtnzc 4010
Matsuif  41108rssrdtb 3010
Posadac 4000 JMcDId3b 0100
Olerudlb  40008lake3p 0100
EWilsn2b 3011 Gerutrf 3000
Loftondh  41108liard2b 2001
Crisp cf 4121
Totals 3436 2 Totals 8474
010 000 200-3
i ©), Blake (29, Bollard (11

Cnsf ox MAHe (1). DP—New York 1, Cleve
w York s, Cleveland 8 58--

wil
ton (19, Vlzque\ (zt)
32).

r (37), Brous-
sard AT G s
g~ mroussard 203 et Gortk. BB
fard.
IPH RER BB SO
Yo
OHernandez 6 22 42
Quantrill 1 10000
Gordon L6-4 1 12220
Cleveland
Westbrook 63123
Miler 000 0 10
¥hooo ol
Sencourtss 1 0.0 0 1
Wesibrbok ptched to 2 batters in the 7t
—by  OHernandez ~ (Blake). T—3:09.

HBP-
A=30,605 (43,389).

Tigers 5, White Sox
cHICAGO DETROIT
abrhbi

Rwand cf 5113 Infante 2b
Uribe ss. 5010 CGillenss
Calee If 3010 IRdrgzc
Knerko 1b 4 0 0 0 DYong dh

Evrtt di 4130 RoWhte If

urke 2010 Logan cf
TPerez ph 1110 Monroe cf
Crede 3t 4000 CPenalb
Brehrd rf 3111 Thmes rf
WHarrs2b 4 010 Inge 3b
Totals 35 410 4 Totals
Chicago o0
Detroi

Drchicago 1, Detroit 1 {88 "hicaoor,
Detroit 7. 28—Calee (33), Monroe (22).
38 CGuille A0 HRZRovand (19,
SB-Uribe (8). S—Burke.

H RER BB SO

SRoargoes.

Euehr?e L11-8 6 8 3 3 1 4
Politte 1 1110 2
Miackson 1 31100
it
Rbrtsn W,11-7 8 8 1 1 16
Urbina, 1 2 311
T Z :29. A—23,254 (40,120).
Twins 8, Rangels 5
MINNESOTA
abrh hi abrhbi
ShstwrtIf 513 0 Dllucci If 5141
Jones rf 5120 MVonis 5111
Hnter cf 5211Blalock3b 5112
Mrneaulb 4 12 2 Txeiralb 4010
LFord dh 5132 Nixcf 5010
Koskie3b 4011 ASrano2b 4010
CGzmn ss 5020 Mathwsrf 3120
HBInco ¢ 500 0 Mench dh 4121
Rivas 2b 5231 Brajasc 3000
Evong 0000
Totals 43 817 7 Totals 385135
Minmsm 420 ;:g l)ll)—;

201
T Teixelra 9) Drese (2).

Athletics 3, Orioles 0

BALTIMORE OAKLAND
abrhbi
BROrts2) 4010 Kotsay cf
Newhndh 4000 Byrnes|f
ra 3 4020 EChavz 3b
Tejadass 4000 Dyerf
surhoffif 4000 Hitberg 1b
RPIMO1b 200 0 Durazo dh
Gbbonsrf 3010 DMiller c
Miwskicf 3000 Crosbyss
Mchadoc 3010 Scutaro2b
ds 31050 Totals
Baltimore
akland 000
T outs when winning run scor

ed.
altimore5, 0akland 7. HR— ~Scutaro

(&5-Co—Rpalmano ¢

RER BB SO
Baltimore

BChen 7 00 43
BRyan L34 523313
Harden 40015
Dotel W.3-1 10000
T Amss60 e

National League

East Division
L Pt GB
Atlanta 53 576 -
Florida 61 508 8k
Philadelphia 65 488 11
New York 6 472 13
Montreal 72 429 18%
Central Division
st. Louis 659
Chicago 556 13
st 508 19
Cincinnati 80 2%
Pittsburgh 476
Milwaukee 40 27
fest i
Los Angeles 519 -
SanFranusco 547 4
540 5
o118
Arizona 305 35

2, Texas 1. LOB—Minnesota 10, Texas 9.
7 Tianes (20, Koski (18), Rivas (17, el-

lucci (ll). N\x (15), (27), Mench
(19). 3¢ ord (4), Rivas (5). HR—Morneau
13), Rlvas (8)‘ MVoung (15) E\a\ock (28)4
I.ohse W,7-10 5 8 5 5 0 3
Roa /52 0 0 0 0
Romero 10000

incon / 10010
Nathan s,35 100 2 2
Drese L,11-7 ¥r13 7 7 11
Dickey 3421 00 0 3
Almanzar RIS O
BShouse 100 0 0

T-3:18.A-25332 (49 115).

Devil Rays 6, Mariners 5
TAMPA BAY SEATTLE
abrhbi abrhbi

Crwfrd cf 3010 ISuzukirf 4100
Lugo ss 4022 Winncf 4121
Upton dh 2000 EMrtnz dh 3001
Huff dh 1001 IbanezIf 4020
TMrtnz1b 5000 BBoone2b 3100
JoCruz rf 4110 Jcbsen 1b 4113
Cantu 3b 4120 JoCbra3b 4000
Rolls If 0000 O0livoc 4010
THall ¢ 4000 Lopezss 3110
Blum If 2312
RSnchz2b 3121

otals 3269 6 Totals 3357
‘Tampa Bay 040 000 101-6

ttle 000

seat 005 000
E-Cantu (5). DP—Seattle 1 LOB—Tampa
Bay 7, Seattle 5. 28—Cantu (1), Rsanchez
(9. " HR-Jacobsen * (8). ' S—Crawford,
RSanchez, Lopez. SF—Lugo, EMarti
Tampa Bay

6/
iea
1

Villone
Atchison L,1-2 i i

W Harper. P8—0lo.
@raan.

Angels 21, Royals 6

KANSAS cITY ANAHEM
abrhbi abrhbi

Dlesuscf 5242 Eckstinss 4201
Rlaford3b 5112 Hnsleyp 0000
Nunezri 4122 FErstadlb 4432
Gomezrf 1000 JMoinalb 1114
Stairslb 4030 VGrerorf 5232
WGrerolb 1000 Pride 1000
Pckergdh 4010 GAndsncf 5335
Guielf 4000 Amzga 1000
Berroass 4000 JGillenlf 6131
Gotay2b  4020DVnondh 6244
ckc 42208BMoinac 4010
Paul ¢ 1100

AKndy2b 4221

Figgins3b 4320

Totals 406156 Towls 45212120
as i o o- ¢

T
DP—Kansas Ci
he

as
MWood L.2-6 3,688 33
inney 753311
amp 256 5 3 01
Sullivan 55501
im
ROrtiz W57 6 12 66 1 1
Donnelly’ 119809
Hensl 00 0
oy sulivan Eckstaim, by Moo
o Ronz- Bk Ror

(Aenedy Wh— o
tiz. T-3:07. A—-39,657 (45,030).

Houston 7, Phl\ade{:
cmcagoCuhso Milwaukee 2
Atlanta 8, Col

PhE o Arsena 1

Montreal 6, Los Angeles 3

$an Francisco & Florica . 10innings

Thursdays games
San Diego at N.Y. Mets
Houston at Chicago Cubs

San Francisco at Florida
St Lous at Cncinnati
Colorado at

Sahy
Houston (Oswalt Tasa ehicago cubs

oo
San Diego (Tankersley 03) at Montreal
(Patterson
St Louss (Suppan 12-6) at Pittsburgh (Vo-
geisong 4:10)
Milwaukee (Santos 10-8) at Philadelphia
(Padilla 4-6)
Los Angeles (W.Alvarez 7-4) at NY. Mets
(Glavine
Arizona (Webb 5-14) at Cincinnati (Claus-

Co\crado (Kennedy 6-5) at Florida (Valdez
an Francisco (Rueter 7-9) at Atlanta

GarrlgRr SR 9,
turday's games
Los Angeles 2t Ny TGS
Houston at Chicago Cubs
San Francisco at Atlanta

ar at Montreal
Milwaukee at Philadelphia
Arzora atcigclray

's games
San Diego at Momreal
Los Angeles at N.Y. Mef
Anzona at cmcmnan

a
Viwaukee at Pm\ade\pma
Houston at Chicago Cubs

)
San Francisco at Atianta

Astros 7, Phillies 4

PHILADELPHIA HOUSTON
abrhbi abrhbi
Bollnsss 4221 8iggiolt 3100
ey 4010 Lane If 0000
1002 CBeltrncf 4111
3110Bgwelllb 3100
4010Bkmnrf 3111
2000 Kentzb 3224
4000Ensbrg3b 4121
Worrellp 0000 Bratlettss 2000
Pratt ¢ 4000 Jvzen 2000
Milionp 2000 Asmusc 3010
Collierph 0100 Munrop 2000
FRgezp 0000 Gallop 0000
yrd of 1000 Hrvllep 0000
Lambph 1000
Quallsp 0000
Lidge p 0000
2945 3 Totals 0777
rhlladolphla o1t 010" 1004
ouston 010 011 04x—7
DP ouston 1, L0B— Philadelohia T, 1o
3. 2B-Utiey ~ (10), ~ Ausmus’ (L

S8 noline 2 (8. HR—Coeltran i, Ikent 3
{16)Ensberg 8 5 iogio th s bren
H RER BB SO

Philadelphia
Milton 6 53326
5022 2 3
22200
44 435
10 0011
700 0 00
oo
0 00 2

0

SRRt pitched to 1 batter n the 7th. B
0y PMunro (Colen, by PHunro (Utey). by
(Michaels). T—2:49. A—37217

Cubs 4, Brewers 2

MILWAUKEE CHICAGO
abrhbi abrhbi

Pdsdnkcf 4000 CPttsoncf 5122
Drgtn3b 4220 Deleelb 3000
Cunsell'ss 4000 Greprrss 4010
Clark 3011 Aloul 4121
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Barry backfire

Marlins’ intentional walk of Bonds,
four balls to Pierzynski spell doom

The Associated Press

MIAMI — Walking Barry
Bonds_intentionally to load the
bases in the 10th inning turned
out to be the wrong move for Flori-
da — because Rudy Seanez then
walked pinch-hitter A.J. Pierzyns-
ki on four pitches.

Pierzynski’s walk forced home
the tiebreaking run in the San
Francisco Giants’ 6-5 victory over
the Marlins on Wednesday night.
It was just his 14th walk in 397
plate appearances.

“The last person in the world to
walk in that situation is probably
me,” he said. “I just didn’t swing,
which is hard for me, because I al-
ways swing.”

Not so for Bonds, who was in-
tentionally walked three times.
His 94 intentional passes are 26
more than the previous major
league record he set two years
ago. He has 181 walks overall, 17
shy of his 2002 record.

“You're damned if you do, and
damned if you don’t,” Marlins
manager Jack McKeon said.
“You can't take a chance with
that guy. He didn’t beat us with a
walk. You've got to get the next
guy out.”

Jim Brower (7-6) pitched two
scoreless innings and Dustin Her-
manson threw a hitless 10th for
his sixth save as San Francisco re-
mained one game behind Chica-
go, the NL wild-card leader. Sean-
ez (1-1) lost as the Marlins fell six
back.

Cubs 4, Brewers 2: Corey
Patterson hit a two-out, two-run
homer in the ninth at Wrigley
Field. Mark Grudzielanek led off
the inning against Luis Vizcaino
(4-4) with a fly ball down the

right-field line
and took_third
when
Clark’s
went past sec-
ond base for an
error. First base umpire Mark
Wegner ruled it a fair ball, and re-
plays were inconclusive.

Brewers manager Ned Yost ar-
gued and was ejected.

LaTroy Hawkins (3-4) allowed
Chris Magruder’s RBI double
with two outs in the ninth.

Braves 8, Rockies 1: Chipper
Jones homered twice and
matched his career high with five
RBISs for host Atlanta. Jones is bat-
ting .346 in August with 10 hom-
ers and 25 RBIs.

Eli Marrero also homered off
Jeff Francis (0-1), who gave up
six runs, six hits and three hom-
ersin hlS major league debut.

Pirates 2, Diamondbacks 1: At
Pittsburgh, Jack Wilson and
Jason Bay hit consecutive hom-
ers in the seventh off Randy
Johnson (12-12), who pitched a
three-hitter for his fourth com-
plete game but lost. He struck out
11 and walked none.

Cardinals 6, Reds 5: Albert Pu-
jols and Jim Edmonds hit two-run
‘homers and pinch-runner Reggie
Sanders scored the go-ahead run
for host St. Louis in the ninth on a
wild pitch by Joe Valentine (1-2).

Julian Tavarez (6-4), pitching
while his 10-day suspension for
using a foreign substance on balls
is under appeal, got one out for

e win.

Expos 6, Dodgers 3: Brian
Schneider broke a 3-3 tie with a
three-run homer in the sixth at

NL

Roundup
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AP

Atlanta’s Chipper Jones is greeted
by Marcus Giles (22) after hitting
a three-run homer against Colo-
rado on Wednesday night. It was
Jones’ second homer of the game.

Montreal, which connected four
times off Jose Lima (11-4). Brad
Wilkerson hit a leadoff homer in
the first, and Tony Batista and
Juan Rivera also homered off
ima.
Montreal manager Frank Rob-
inson got his 900th career victory.
Padres 4, Mets O: Brian
Lawrence (13-10) escaped a
bases-loaded jam in the first and
pitched a six-hitter for his second
straight complete game. Host
lew York has lost four in a row.
Astros 7, Phillies 4: Jeff Kent's
second homer of the game, a
three-run shot in the eighth off
Felix Rodriguez (5-7) following
Lance Berkman’s tying single,
gave the host Astros a sweep of
the season series.

Vidro faces knee operation

The Associated Press

MONTREAL —  Montreal
Expos second baseman Jose
Vidro will have knee surgery on
Sept. 8 to repair recurring patel-
lar tendinitis in his right knee and
will miss the rest of the season.

Vidro, a three-time All-Star,
chose to undergo the procedure
after a recent MRI on his knee,
which has bothered him over
parts of the last two seasons and
caused him to miss four straight
starts, including Wednesday's
game against Los Angeles.

“At the end of the day, it was
me who had to deal with the
pain,” said Vidro, who will re-
main on the active roster until
Sept. 1. “The doctor explained it
perfect. He basically said it was
going to continue if I didn’t get it
fixed, so I think that says it all
right there.”

Through Tuesday, Vidro —
who signed a four-year, $30-mil-
lion contract extension May 14 —
was hitting .294 with 24 doubles,
14 homers and 60 RBIs in 110

games.

“He could probably play still
but where we are in the standings
right now we want to be able to
get a headstart on next year for

him,”
Omar
The nperanon will be per-
formed by knee specialist Dr.
chard Steadman in his Stead-
man-Hawkins Clinic in Vail, Colo.
Expos team physician Dr. Bruce
‘Thomas said Steadman gave a 90
percent success rate for the proce-

Expos general manager

“We've tried medications and
physical therapy,” Thomas said.
“Jose’s been very good about his
rehab. He just hasn’t made the
kind of progress where he can
play without pain on a constant
basis.”

Thomas said the procedure
would require splitting the patel-
lar tendon and removing a small
area of scar tissue and chronic in-
flammatory tissue.

Thomas estimated  Vidro’s
rehab would take about four
months.

Orioles release Garcia

OAKLAND, Calif. — The Balti-
more Orioles released outfielder
Karim Garcia on Wednesday

night and sent outfielder Darnell
McDonald to Ottawa of the Inter-
national League.

The Orioles also recalled out-
fielder Tim Raines Jr. and infield-
er Jose Leon from Ottawa.

Baltimore obtained Garcia,
who has spent parts of 10 seasons
in the big leagues with eight
teams, from the New York Mets
in exchange for pitcher Mike De-
Jean on July 19. Garcia hit .212 in
23 games with Baltimore.

Mets sign Buchanan

NEW YORK — The New York
Mets signed free agent outfielder
Brian Buchanan on Wednesday
and optioned relief pitcher Heath
Bell to Norfolk of the Internation-
al League.

Buchanan started the season
with San Diego, batting .200 with
two home runs and six RBIs in 38
games. He refused an outright as-
signment to Portland of the Pacif-
ic Coast League on Tuesday, be-
coming a free agent. He is a ca-
reer .259 hitter in 344 games with
Minnesota and San Diego.

Bell was recalled from Norfolk
on Tuesday and pitched two score-
less innings against San Diego be-
fore being returned to the Mets’
Class AAA affiliate a day later.

The Associated Press

MCcLEAN, Va. — As baseball
officials met with backers hop-
ing to lure the Montreal Expos
to Northern Virginia, a second
key lawmaker said he opposes a
plan to finance a ballpark with
bonds backed by the “moral obli-
gation” of the state.

Senate Finance Chairman
John Chichester said a private
business such as a baseball club
should not benefit from the
state’s moral obligation bonds,
which have traditionally been
used for water quality projects
and other public worl

Moral obligation bonds “were
not developed to help private en-
terprise,” Chichester, a Republi-

Lawmaker vetoes bonds

can who also i the Senate’s pres-
ident pro tempore, said in a tele-
phone interview Tuesday. “Pri-
vate enterprise has to stand on
its own.”

Chichester’s opposition
‘means that the two most power-
ful legislators in the Virginia
General Assembly — he and
House Speaker William Howell
— are on record against a key
component of the plan to build a
$442 million ballpark near
Dulles International Airport.

Brian Hannigan, spokesman
for the Virginia Baseball Stadi-
um Authority, a quasi-state
agency trying to lure the Expos
to Northern Virginia, said use of
the so-called “moral obligation”
bonds is crucial to the ballpark
financing plan.
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Ukranians stripped of medal

The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — The Ukrai-
nian four-woman rowing team
was stripped of its bronze medal
Thursday after one member test-
ed positive for a banned drug, the
10C said.

It was the fourth medal lost be-
cause of doping.

Australia finished fourth and
will now get the bronze. Germany
‘won the gold, and Britain took the

silver.

Olena Olefirenko was part of
Ukraine’s four-woman crew that
finished third in lightweight
sculls on Sunday.

Olefirenko was given Instenon,
which contained the banned sub-
stance ethamivan, by her team
doctor, the IOC said. Olefirenko
reported that she took the drug
when she was tested after the
race, but didn’t realize it was
banned.
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If one member of a rowing
crew fails a drug test, the entire
crew loses the medal.

A weightlifter from Hungary
also was expelled from the
Games on Thursday for failing to
provide a urine sample after his
event, the International Olympic
Committee said.

Zoltan Kovacs, who finished
last in the 105-kilogram class, be-
came the 10th weightlifter pun-
ished for doping.

Panasonic Toughbook 51
+ Pentium® M 1.6GHz (Centrina™)
+ 15"XGA

+ 256MB/exp. 268

+ 40GB HOD, DVD,/CORW

* S6KLAN, BOZ 116+, WinxP
ADMC CLIN 0113.001607 §2,018.00

AP

United States’ Shawn Crawford, left, embraces Bernard Williams after

1g gold and silver, respectively, in the 200-meter finals on Thurs-

wini
day. United States’ Justin Gatlin, not shown, won the bronze.

Crawford leads U.S.
sweep in men’s 200

The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Shawn
Crawford and two teammates
capped a big night for Americans
at the track, sweeping the
200-meter medals despite a
rowdy crowd that booed loudest
when the U.S. sprinters were an-
nounced before the race.

In a race missing disgraced
Greek hero and defending Olym-
pic champion and Kostas Kenter-
is, Crawford ran a personal-best
19.79 seconds. That was just good
enough to edge Bernard Will-
iams, who tied his personal best
of 20.01 seconds for silver. Justin
Gatlin, the 100 champion, won
bronze in 20.03.

Dwight Phillips led a 1-2 Ameri-
can finish in the men’s long jump,
with NCAA champion John Mof-
fitt taking the silver.

The start of the 200 was de-
layed for four minutes because
were booing, whistling

v
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in derision and chanting Kenter-
is’ name and “Hellas, Hellas” —
the Greek word for Greece.

The whistles were loudest
when the three U.S. sprinters
were announced.

Olympic Stadium was packed,
in large part because Greeks
thought they would be watching
Kenteris, who withdrew from the
Athens Games after missing a
drug test.

Crawford and Williams were
doing a victory lap, draped togeth-
er in an American flag, when Phil-
lips climbed the victory stand to
accept his gold medal. The sprint-
ers stopped on the track as “The
Star-Spangled ~ Banner”  was
played.

The victory by Crawford, who

Track and field

was unusually subdued after the
finish, gave controversial coach
Trevor Graham a sweep of the
men’s short sprints.

Crawford and Gatlin are train-
ing partners under Graham, who
acknowledged on the night of
Gatlin's 100-meter victory that he
was the coach who sent a syringe
of a mystery steroid to anti-dop-
ing authorities last year — giving
momentum to the drug scandal
that has swept the sport.

On Wednesday, Marion Jones
returned quietly to the Olympic
scene she dominated four years
ago in Sydney, qualifying for the
finals in the long jump. After-
ward, she talked and laughed
with reporters just like the old
days — before the U.S. Anti-Dop-
ing Association began investigat-
ing her.

Allen Johnson was there, too,
trying to explain what had caused
his disastrous fall in the
110-meter hurdles preliminaries.

“It’s only the second time I've
ever fallen in my career,” he said.
“The other was a couple of years
ago in South Africa. There’s noth-
ing I can do now but watch and
cheer for everybody else.”

Allyson Felix, 18, took silver in
the 200 meters in a world junior
record of 22.18 seconds, then
skipped the customary celebra-
tion lap.

“Running fast is a long process.
Tl just have to be patient,” said
Felix, who only made it to the
quarterfinals at last year’s world
championships. “I'm gradually ac-
cepting the fact that I'm the fu-
ture of USA women’s sprinting.”
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U.S. gets water polo bronze

The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Melania
Grego's lob goal in the waning
minutes of the second overtime
gave Ttaly a 10-9 come-from-be-
hind victory over Greece for the
Olympic water polo gold medal.

In bronze medal game, the Unit-
ed States beat Australia 6-5.
Ellen Estes

Olympics [scan
medal EEECIETS
breaker in the
roundup [Fiagieti
after Australia

rallied from a four-goal deficit.
‘The Australians edged the Unit-

ed States for gold four years ago.

Italy, which beat the United
States with two seconds left to get
to the final in Athens, kept up its
heroics against the Greeks by ral-
lying from two goals down in the
extra periods to seal the victory.

With the game tied 7-7 at the
end of regulation, Greece quickly
sent the home crowd of 12,000
into delirium with a goal by Kyria-
ki Liosi 28 seconds into the first
overtime. Aikaterini  Oikono-
mopoulou added another to give
the Greeks a 9-7 cushlon that had
the flag-waving “Hellas” thinking
gold and chanting “hﬂ it up, lift it
up,” referring to the medal.

But the celebrations were pre-
mature.

Grego cut the margin to a goal
and Tania di Mario pulled Italy
level at 9-9 with nine seconds re-
maining in the first extra period.

Sailing

49er class: Tker Martinez and
Xavier Fernandez of Spain lived
up to their billing as favorites by
winning the gold medal in the
49er class Thursday.

They finished seventh in the de-
ciding 16th race aboard their fast
skiff to win gold by five points
over Rodion Luka and George Le-
onchuk of Ukraine, who took sil-
ver. Martinez and Fernandez won
the world championships earlier
this year.

Chris Draper and Simon His-
cocks got the bronze, the fifth
medal for Britain at this regatta.

American Thalia Munro, left, blocks Australia’s Kelly Heuchan (10)
during the water polo bronze medal match. The U.S. won

Hiscocks won the silver medal at
Sydney in 2000 with skipper lIan
Barker.

Americans Tim Wadlow of Bos-
ton and Pete Spaulding of Miami,
knocked out of medal contention
on Tuesday, finished fifth.

Triathlon

: In a rare one-two finish
for New Zealand, Hamish Carter
powered away from teammate
Bevan Docheny in the final kilo-
meter to win.

Sven Riederer of Switzerland
took the bronze.

Carter, 34, won his first major
title, beat.mg Docherty by 7.87 sec-
onds after a grueling test consist-
ing of 1.5 kilometers of swim-
ming, a 40-kilometer cycling race
and the closing 10-kilometer run
under the blazing morning sun on
a coastal stretch outside Athens.

In temperatures peaking at 86
degrees, Carter finished in 1
hour, 51 minutes, 7.73 seconds.
He was back in 33rd place after
the swimming portion but had the

fastest time in cycling and fourth
in the road race.

Taekwondo

Women’s under 49 kg: Shih
Hsin Chen got Taiwan’s first gold
medal of the Athens Games.

Chen beat Yanelis Yul.iel Labra—
da of Cuba S4. wapa
erapolcha] of Thalland gol the

Mens under 58 kg: Mu Yen
Chu won gold by beating Oscar
Francisco Salazar of Mexico 5-1.
Tamer Bayoumi of Egypt got the
bronze.

Wrestling

Greco-Roman Jung Ji-hyun of
South Korea won the gold medal
in the 60kg division, beating Rob-
erto Monzon Gonzalez of Cuba.

Alexandr Dokturishivili ~ of
Uzbekistan claimed gold in the
74kg division, beating Marko
Yli-Hannuksela of Finland 4-1,
while Karam Ibrahim of Egypt de-
feated Ramaz Nozadze of Georgia
for the 96kg gold.

Russia’s Moiseev wins pentathlon

BY NAoOMI KOPPEL
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Andrey
Moiseev of Russia won the gold
medal in the men’s modern -
tathlon Thursday, the first major
victory of his career.

Moiseev won two of the five dis-
ciplines by large margins and
held off the field in the final 3-kilo-
meter run under the searing Ath-
ens heat. He carried the Russian
flag with him as he completed the
last lap.

World champion Andrejus Zad-
neprovskis of Lithuania won the
final event to move up from sixth
place to take the silver medal,
while Libor Capalini of the Czech
Republic took bronze.

“The gold is the ultimate goal
for any athlete and I made it,”
said Moiseev. “I didn’t have guud

shooting results, but as I haven’t
had any good shooting results all
season, it didn’t matter.”

Moiseev, 25, is ranked 10th in
the world and was seventh in the
World Championships in Moscow
in May.

Capalini was astonished to win
bronze after finishing 13th in the
opening shooting discipline and
19th in fencing.

“To make so many mistakes
and still come away with a medal
— I didn’t expect that,” the Czech
said. “It was a special race. Every-
body made lots of mistakes, so my
shooting mistakes didn’t matter
00 mucl

Molseev, too, had to come back
after finishing 19th in the shoot-
ing, which was won by Dzmitry
Meliakh of Belarus.

But he won three more bouts

than any other competitor m Lhe

round-robin fencing competi

and was more than &hree seco ds

ahead of hlS nearest rival in the
SWi

im.
ky to survive the un-
predictable show jumping round,
where competitors must compete
on horses provided by the organiz-
ers, and draw lots to decide which
horse they will get.

Moiseev had six gates down,
but that was nothing compared
with those behind him.

Fourth-place Rustem Sabirkhu-
zim of Russia had three refusals;
Deniss Cerkovskis of Latvia
knocked down seven gates to lose
third place; and Marcin Horbacz
of Poland retired after his horse
had refused six times.

Army 1st. Lt. Chad Senior, a
member of the World Class Ath-
lete Program, finished 13th over-
all.
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Baseball players pursue other pastimes

No major leaguers, no Team USA means little interest in States

BY RONALD BLUM

The Associated Press

For most major leaguers, the
Olympic baseball tournament
might as well have been on the
moon. Cuba’s 6-2 victory over
Australia in Wednesday's gold
medal game didn’t have many of
them in front of their televisions.
“I don’t think anybody’s paying
attention,” the New York Mets’
Mike Cameron said. “The Ameri-
cans aren’t playing — it’s no fun.”
With the coverage on MSNBC
and the Yankees on the road for
most of the Olympics, shortstop
Derek Jeter said there was no
way he could tune in to the base-
ball because that channel wasn’t
available in the team’s hotel.

Four years ago, with a group of
minor leaguers managed by Tom
Lasorda, the United States won
the gold medal in the Sydney
Olympics. But the defending
champions were denied a trip to
Athens by a 2-1 loss to Mexico in
a qualifier last year in Panama.

“I think it's ridiculous we’re not
represented,” Houston outfielder
Lance Berkman said. “I haven’t
seen any of it. But we've got our
own race going here, and we're
pretty involved in that.”

Nearly all of a dozen Major
League Baseball owners sur-
veyed last week said they hadn’t
watched any of the Olympic base-
ball, although most said they had
seen parts of the Athens Games.

Sandy Alderson, executive vice

president of baseball operations
in the commissioner’s office, went
to the start of the tournament, re-
turned for the owners’ meetings
in Philadelphia, then went
straight back to Greece.

Very few major league teams
thought enough of the tourna-
ment to send scouts, with Atlanta,
the Chicago Cubs and San Diego
among the exceptions. Alderson
said the talent varied in the
eight-team field, which also in-
cluded Australia, Canada,
Greece, Italy, the "Netherlands
and Taiwan. The impression is
very few of the players could
make it to the majors.

Major League Baseball is op-
posed to allowing its players to
participate in the Olympics.

“I don't really see it because
you can’t stop a pennant race,”
Commissioner Bud Selig said this
week.

Instead, management and the
players’ association are planning
a 16-team World Cup in March
2006. Japan, however, isn't sure
whether it wants to participate in
a tournament controlled by Major
League Baseball.

As for the Olympics, another
group of minor leaguers will be
sent to qualify in 2007 for the
Beijing baseball tournament the
following year — unless there is
no baseball tournament.

10C President Jacques Rogge
said that baseball’s status will be
reviewed after the Athens Games
to determine whether the sport
should remain for 2008.
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Spain: Shots
start to drop
for U.S. men
in quarters

SPAIN, FROM BACK PAGE

Marbury’s six threes broke the
U.S. record of five set by Reggie
Miller against China in 1996, and
his scoring total passed the mark
of 30 points shared by Charles
Barkley (1992 vs. Brazil) and
Adrian Dantley (1976 vs. Yugosla-
via). Lisa Leslie holds the overall
US Olympic record with 35
points (1996 vs. Japan).

Allen Iverson added 16 points,
Carlos Boozer had 12 and Lamar
Odom 11 for the Americans, who
advanced to semifinals
against the winner of the Argenti-
na-Greece game.

Gasol led Spain with 29 points
but was held to just four in the
fourth quarter by a tenacious
American defensive effort, which
quieted a pro-Spanish crowd of
14,500 that included Spain’s King
Juan Carlos.

“It was said that the public sup-
ports the weaker team. I think in
this case the public was solidly be-
hind the stronger team because
‘we were the stronger team,” said
Pesquera, who also complained
that the officials allowed the
Americans to get away with multi-
ple traveling violations.

“I think this game was played
under NBA rules, not FIBA
rules,” he said.

Pesquera was also upset Brown
called a timeout with 23 seconds
left and the Americans leading by
11 points. He let the U.S. coach
know it as they left the court.

“I had — and I stress the word
‘had’ — a lot of respect for Larry
Brown,” said Pesquera, who
smirked and shook his head when
he heard Brown explain that he
tried to rescind the timeout.
“Dean Smith would have never
done anything like that.”

Brown said: “Hopefully Ill
learn to handle these situations,
which are new to me, a little bit
better.”

Duncan scored the Americans’
first five points and blocked
Spain’s first shot, but he was on
the bench just 4'> minutes into
the quarter and stayed there for
the rest of the first half after pick-
ing up two fouls. The U.S. team
made four of its first five
three-point attempts, and the first
quarter ended in a 25-25 tie.

In a seesaw second quarter, the
Americans went ahead by eight
points, feeding off the defensive
energy of Dwyane Wade, before
Spain rallied with an 11-0 run.
The United States led 44-43 at
halftime despite giving up 18
points to Gasol and being called
for 14 of the game’s 19 fouls.

Marbury hit a pair of threes
early in the third quarter, and
Brown took a risk by leaving Dun-
can in after he plcked up his third
foul wit Marbury
reached 21 pmms on a
three-pointer that gave the U.S.
team a 63-56 lead.

A 7-0 run by Spain tied the
game, but Carmelo Anthony
ended the quarter with a

ter to give the Ameri-
cans a 74 67 lead.
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Marbury scores
U.S.-record 31

in quarterfinal
win over top seed

BY CHRIS SHERIDAN
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Larry Brown was
right. The Americans started hitting_ their
jump shots, and suddenly they look as if they
‘might be the team to beat in Athens.

Stephon Marbury broke the U.S. men’s
Olympic record with 31 points, helping to beat
Spain 102-94 in the quarterfinals Thursday
and transform a team that had spent the first
1%> weeks missing jumpers.

“Stephon shot the ball like Stephon today,”

amar Odom said.

After spending 90 minutes working on his
shot on the team’s day off, Marbury made six
of his team’s 12 three-pointers and was a big
reason the previously undefeated Spaniards
are now out of medal contention. They
weren’t happy about it.

As the teams left the court, Spanish coach
Mario Pesquera and Brown yelled and point-
ed at each other about a late U.S. timeout, and
they had to be separated by their assistants.

Inthe U.S. team’s first five games, Marbury
scored only 21 points, missing 24 of 30 shots.
The Americans lost two of those games: an em-
barrassing blowout to Puerto Rico to open the
Olympics and against Lithuania in the final
seconds.

Against Spain, Marbury played spectacular-
ly, and the Americans finally resembled U.S.
teams from the past three Olympics — not let-
ting a large foul disparity rattle them, knock-
ing down their free throws and surpassing 100
pmms for the first at these games.

've been playing against so much zone,
it doesn’t really matter anymore,” Marbury
said. “We’re starting to like playing against
zones.”

The Americans were ~12-for-22  on
three-pointers after shooting a tourna-
‘ment-low 24 percent in their first five games.
Brown, though, had insisted for the past week
that it was just a matter of time before the
Americans started hitting their shots.

“They were very good on threes. That was
something new in this tournament,” Spain’s
Pau Gasol said. “They looked motivated, and
itll be hard to beat them if they keep playing
like that.”

SEE SPAIN ON PAGE 31
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U.S. women heat
defending champ
| Australia for
Spain’s Pau Gasol, left, attempts to dunk as Tim Duncan of the U.S. defends in this photo taken | Water polo bronze
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Spain with 29 points, but was held to four in the final quarter as the U.S. won 102-94, Page 30

Racing Stripes:
Despite changes
over the years,
NASCAR veteran
Martin still finds
racing rewarding
Page 25

Four-time Pro
Bowl CB Woodson
ends holdout,
announces
he’ll report
to Raiders camp
next week
Page 23

Texas rolls over
North Carolina,
advances
to U.S. final
in Little League
World Series
Page 23



